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Credit Bank: Concepts, Background, Operational Status, and Challenges in Thailand
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Abstract

This academic article presents the concepts, background, operational status, and
challenges of the Credit Bank system in Thailand's basic education and vocational education
sectors. The Credit Bank system in Thailand has been influenced by lifelong learning
promotion and the recognition of prior learning. Its development can be traced through three
stages. The first, from 1999 to 2018, began with the announcement of the National Education
Act of 1999, which primarily focused on credit transfer within educational institutions.
The second, from 2018 to 2023, was a period of research and development of the Credit
Bank’s models, components, and operational guidelines. The third, starting in 2024, follows
the Ministry of Education's announcement on Credit Bank operations. Currently, the structure
of the Credit Bank system in basic and vocational education is divided into four levels: Central
Credit Bank (regulator), Educational-Level Credit Bank (monitor), Provincial-Level Credit Bank
(coordinator), and School-Level Credit Bank (operator). Key challenges in the operation of
the system include the absence of specific legislation, a complex structure, and a lack of

public understandins.
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