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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were 1) to study the level of teacher competency 2) to
study the level of academic performance in small schools 3) to study the relationship between
teacher competency and academic performance in small schools and 4) to identify effective
strategies to enhance teacher competency in small schools The sample group consisted of
school administrators and teachers from small schools under the Sisaket primary educational
service area office 1, totaling 278 educational personnel, selected using Krejcie and Morgan's
table and stratified simple random sampling. A 5-level rating scale questionnaire was used for
data collection. The data were analyzed using frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation,
and Pearson's correlation coefficient. The research finding revealed that 1) the teacher
competency was rated at the high level for both overall and each aspect. 2) the academic
performance in small schools was rated at the high level for both overall and each aspect. 3)
the relationship between teacher competency and academic performance in small schools was
found as high positive correlation with statistical significance at 0.01 level, and 4) The
proposed guidelines for enhancing teacher competency in small schools under the Sisaket
primary educational service area office 1 comprise six key areas: (1) Self-development, (2)
Professional ethics, (3) Curriculum management, (4) Learning management, (5) Community
engagement, and (6) Media, innovation, and technology use.

Keywords:  Teacher competency; Academic performance; Small school
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