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Abstract

This research aims to compare the numeral classifiers of 4 Thai dialects;
Northern Thai dialect, Northeastern Thai dialect, Central Thai dialect and Southern
Thai dialect. The study shows thinking process, perception and way of living of the
people in all 4 Thai regions.

The numeral classifiers data were divided into 2 groups that are animate
classifier and inanimate classifier. The animate classifier can be divided into 3
subgroups: human classifier, non-human classifier and animal classifier. The inanimate
classifier is divided into 3 subgroups: shape-based classifier, locative classifier and
noun-proceeding classifier.

The comparison of 4 Thai dialect numeral«classifiers reveals 3 main ideas.
Firstly, in dividing classifier for a noun, Central Thai dialect is clear and detailed
compared to the other Thai dialects. Secondly, each Thai dialect has its own unique
numeral classifiers. Third, some numeral classifiers show the perception of the Thai
dialect speakers.

Language contact, registers and perception of the Thai dialect speakers play
an important role in differences observed,and in the usage of the numeral classifiers.

Keyword : classifier; Thaindialects
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External language of Thailand :English

Internal language of Thailand : Standard Thai

Regional language :Khammuang, Thaiklang,

Lao, Paktay

Displaced languages

Languages of towns and cities

Marginal languages

Enclave languages Marginal

regional

languages
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