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Patronage Relationship between Community Leaders and People Affecting Political Participation in Prabaht

Sub-district, Muang Lampang District, Lampang Province

Udom Khuma *

Abstract

The purposes of this quantitative research were to study the patronage relationship between community
leaders and people, to study the model and structure of social network, and to study the patronage relationship between
community leaders and people that affects political participation in Prabaht Sub-District, Muang Lampang District,
Lampang Province. The population in this study was 82 community leaders and 500 people from 14 communities in Prabaht
Sub-District, Muang Lampang District, Lampang Province. The instruments used in this research were questionnaires. The
statistic used to analyze the data was percentage.

The results of this study were found that the patronage relationship between community leaders and people
that affects political participation was to help and rely on each other with generosity. That such a relationship is crucial to
the life of Thai society because the patronage relationship focuses on fostering and rewarding relationships which we call
“gratefulness”. This relationship is a positive effect on the social and political economy in Thailand. The model and
structure of social network is the development of kinship in the community mostly. Such associated system is enabling the
patronage system to the community in the tightly interlaced. The study of the patronage relationship between community
leaders and people that affects political participation showed that community leaders who have good qualifications,
knowledge, and great ability is a feature that encourages the people in the community to have political participation through

the patronage relationships with community leaders and their residents.

Keyword : Patronage relationship / political participation

* Ph.D. student, Doctor of Philosophy Development Administration, North-Chiang Mai University
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