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The Development and the Existence: A Case Study of
Wat Thong SA-Ard Flea Market

Songsiri Wichirsnon*

Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the development and the existence of Wat
Thong Sa-Ard flea market. This research employed mixed methods; qualitative and quantitative
to collect and analyze the data. The main target groups involved the sellers, the customers,
and the owners. The associated local administration group was the secondary target group. Data
collection methods consisted of a survey, a participating observation, an in-depth interview, and
a questionnaire survey as a supplementary to the interview. The result of the study revealed that
Wat Thong Sa-Ard flea market has been established to respond to the need of the community in
each area. In term of the market’s customer behavior, almost half of the participating customers
came to the market every time when it is available. Most of the customers commuted to the
market by motorcycles and spent more than one hour shopping. In term of the factors affecting
the customer to come, the most important one was the variety of the products. The product that
was purchased the most in all markets was the ready-cooked food. The reason for the customers
to shop at the flea market was the convenience in travelling. The existence of the flea markets
was based on these conditions: 1)the characteristics of the owners 2)the compliance with rules
and regulations 3)location that is convenient for customers 4)the variety of the products 5)the
open time 6) the needs of the customers and the sellers 7) the customers’ ability to buy. As for
the expansion of the markets, it was found that the markets had 1) the physical expanse and
the increase of facilities, 2) the increasing numbers of the sellers and the adjustability of the

customer behavior, and 3) the variety of the products.

Keywords : development, existence, flea market
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