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Abstract

The purpose of “Betel Nut Culture of Li Nationality in Hainan Island of P.R.
China” aims to study the role of betel nut in the daily life of Li people, the use of
betel nut in ceremony, and the symbol of betel nut. This research of betel nut in the
daily life of Li people, ritual and symbol. The research methods are Document
searching and reviewing and Field investigation. In addition, the research analyzes the
research results of Li people's daily life. The results show firstly betel nut is used to
welcome guests, make apology to others, deliver good news and bad news, and clean

teeth as toothpaste in the daily life of Li people. Secondly, the research results of
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betel nut in the ceremony are as follows: betel nut is an indispensable item in
marriage, divination and sacrifice ceremony. Sacrifice includes worshiping to gods,
ancestors and ghosts nearby home. In addition, in the study of the symbol of betel
nut, the study shows that betel nutis a symbol of honesty, love, agreement and
respect for the elderly of Li people.

Keywords: Betel Nut; Culture; Li nationality; Hainan Island
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