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Abstract

In Thai society, Buddhism serves as a fundamental foundation affecting the social,
political, and cultural aspects of the people’s way of life, with the Sangha Institution as
a symbolic representation of existence, and with the monks as disciples whose duties
are to study and practice the Dhamma as well as to disseminate it to citizens. With this
in mind, a number of Thai intellectuals have tried to probe into the interaction
between Buddhism and Thai politics in an effort to describe their interrelationship, if the
relationship is harmonious it will result in the majority’s tranquility. Such investigations
have shed light upon some issues relating to the Sangha and politics, for instance,
between the process of Dhamma inculcation by the Sangha and political concept of
the ruler and the ruled; the Sangha’s political behavior and the Thai political system;
and the role of the Sangha with regard to social as well as political development.

These investigations, however, have not touched upon the issue of the Sangha’s
fundamental belief, which forms the code of conduct of the Sangha both in secular and

ecclesiastical aspects. To this end the following questions were addressed: What are the
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Sangha’s religious and political beliefs? Are these two beliefs significantly correlated,
if so in what way? Is the Sangha’s status correlated with the Sangha’s political belief,
if so-in what way? And do the differences in the Sangha’s status affect the correlation
between the Sangha’s religious and political beliefs in any significant way, if so-on
which direction? The outcome of this study should give a clearer perspective of the
interaction between the Sangha and politics.

This study examines the Sangha in the Bangkok metropolitan only. The data was
gathered from both documentary references and from the questionnaires distributed
to a total of 439 Buddhist monks, randomly sampled from those in 399 Wat in 24 areas.
The summary findings of the study, the essence of the interaction between the Sangha
and politics is that the stronger the belief in the principles of rule by Dhamma, the
methods of rule by Dhamma, and the way of life by Dhamma, the more likely the
stronger the belief in democratic principles, methods, and the way of life will be rather
than the authoritarian political belief. The more experience in the study of the Scriptures
and the number of Vassa the Sangha has, the higher the correlation mentioned above
becomes. In other words, the more experience in the study of the Scriptures, and the
greater number of Vassa, as well as a stronger belief in the principles of rule by Dhamma,
the methods of rule by Dhamma, and the way of life by Dhamma, the stronger the
democratic political belief rather than the authoritarian political belief will. On the other
hand, the status of sects, Sanghaddhikara, and Samanasak play only a minor role in

the above-mentioned correlation.

Keywords: Belief in Dhamma, Political Belief, Status
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® Talcott Parsons and Edward A. Shils (eds.), Toward a General Theory Action (Cambridge;
Mas, : Harvard University Press, 1950), part 2.

® Elizabeth K. Nottingham, Religion and Society (New York: Random, 1962), pp. 21.

? Samuel Koening, Sociology : An Introduction to the Science of Society (New York: Barns &
Noble, Inc., 1957), p. 122.
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¢ Somboon Suksamran, Buddhism and Politics in Thailand (Singapore: Institute of Southeast
Asia Studies, 1982).
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