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Abstract

The faith empowerment to wisdom: a case study of Luang Por Sothon, Chachoengsao
Province, the 3 objectives were (1) to study concepts and teachings about faith and
wisdom in Buddhism; (2) to analytically study the people’s faith towards Luang Por
Sothon, Chachoengsao Province; and (3) to propose a way to empower faith to the
wisdom of the people who come to worship Luang Por Sothon. This is qualitative
research; the documented data collection and in-depth interviews were carried out
with 11 key informants.

The findings were as follows: There are 4 concepts of faith in Buddhism: (1) Kamma-
saddha, (2) Vipaka-saddha, (3) Kammassakata-saddha, and (4) Tathagata Bodhi-saddha.
There are two characteristics of faith: faith with and without wisdom. Wisdom is sammadiitthi
has two aspects: Lokiya-sammaditthi, the worldly right view, and Lokuttara-sammaditthi,
the ultimate right view. There are 3 characteristics of wisdom, namely wisdom resulting
from reflection, from study, and from practice. In order to achieve faith and wisdom,
two main factors are required, namely, paratoghosa and yoniso manasikara. Luang Pho
Sothon has been a sacred monk in Chachoengsao for more than 250 years and is
enshrined at Wat Sothon Wararam Worawihan. People believe in Luang Pho Sothon in
4 states, namely, as a representative of the Buddha; as a father who takes care of
the children; as a mental refuge, and as a priceless monk of Chachoengsao Province.
Most of them believe in being a father who takes care of their children. People usually
make a wish to Luang Por Sothon on education, health and work duties. When the
blessing is complete, they fulfill their vow by offering boiled eggs, dramas, dances,
and general sarigha dana. The people who come to worship and pray to Luang Por
Sothon are all based on faith. Most of them have faith with wisdom, that is, they

understand that in order to make a wish to be successful, apart from asking Luang Por
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Sothon for blessings, they must be involved in doing it by themselves. Therefore, wisdom
should be promoted by self-reliance rather than sacred object through four supporting
principles: (1) Education Aspect: utilizing iddhipata, parinia and bahussutarga, (2) Health
Aspect: utilizing bhojane mattannuta, ayusadhamma and tilakkhana, (3) Work Duties
Aspect: utilizing iddhipata, appamdada, and sappurisa dhamma, and (4) Self-reliance
Aspect: utilizing adhitthana dhamma, bhavana and Ditthadhammikattha-samvattanika-

dhamma.

Keywords: Faith Empowerment; Wisdom; Luang Por Sothon; Chachoengsao
Province
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