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Abstract

“Naga” is a word that has different meanings between Indian history and Hindu
mythology. In the history of India, the Nagas are a mixed Mongolian tribe whose original
home was probably in highlands of Iran. In India they were a branch of the Asuras.

They honored the power of mother and were in all probability a matriarchal people.
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They worshipped serpent cult. This tribe is classified as Tibeto-Burmese. The Naga
tribes in northern India were of Scythic affinity and associated with the serpent totem.
They were alive as an important race of men, occupied and ruled among themselves
in the political conflicted territories at the time just before the Buddha’s life. In Hindu
mythology, the Naga is a large serpent that eats grogs, lives in the depths of the earth
and have a wealthy position.

The Buddha-sculpture in the posture of the Naga-Prok is the symbol that anyone
who sees this statue knows that is the image in the posture of sitting cross-legged,
placing supine hands stacked on the top of knees. There are a large serpent spreading
a roof over the top of the image head.

The incident appears in the legend of the Buddha’s history after the second week
of enlightenment. This symbol is widely known in Theravada lands such as Sri-Lanka,

Myanmar, Thailand, Laos and Cambodia.

Keywords : Buddha-sculpture; posture of the Naga-Prok
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