Uszmalnedusgaraunzali ?
Is Thailand a religious state ?

Azues 1AM

Kanong Paliphatrangkura

wsgavRAn] avaguiune

Phramaha Phat Sahassukmankong
mmwwamauﬁﬂm URINYNRE5IINAERS, Useindlne
Buddhist Studies, Thammasat University, Thailand
Email: kanong.p@arts.tu.ac.th

Received: January 21, 2023
Revised: February 13, 2023
Accepted: February 15, 2023

UNANED

ARSI

[y

ngUsTadiie (o) RnsaniUsemelnedusgamaumsely (o) Usaidiu
ANUENTUSANSIUNATENININMSAEU TUTITR1ANT NG Uag () NANTANTMMSANEULATU
Usglewtinnnenandnsaswiseli I duenansuasineideya TIUTINMAEIATIENSToT U

a v

Fonguaneg aeraudoiloundinins ciAde wilde uasunauiieides wan1sidenud
wilszinealnevzdneglunguigasndlils uifdnindusgamaulildwui lusverandnsing
s1unasglilldmanymsmaun assfudumsmauuuulnendugnldifieaiisemveusssy
Winusneslnd Spgslnduasizuralidrunamuaunasaseuimnenaunlusy Ussmalng

Jelallasganaun isganuduiusseninesgivamawndaiinuagunse

o

AdnAey: Usewalve; §5; enaun; Sgenaun

* WArUed U1AIMINNT Mr. Kanong Paliphatrangkura 8137158usAaumans univendusssumans
Lecturer, Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University

** WIZUMIWAIL aﬁaqmﬁum Phramaha Phat Sahassukmankong #n@inwuUSayay1ln anvmmsenau-
AnY WP INe1aesIIUAIERS M.A.Student, Buddhist Studies, Thammasat University

o1. KON (KXY 1-18).indd 1 4/25/2023 2:25:58 PM



© NIENTUNIINIVING Ul 00 aTUT

Abstract

This research aims to (1) consider whether Thailand is a religious state or not
(2) evaluate the power relationship between Buddhism and the kingdom of Thailand
and (3) consider whether Buddhism actually gets benefit from the kingdom or not.
Documentary research method and data analysis were conducted. Thai constitutions,
laws, as well as the academic writings, research papers, books, and the relevant articles
were collected and analyzed. The research result shows that although Thailand cannot
be categorized as a secular state, it could not also be classified as a religious state.
In the kingdom of Thailand, state power does not come from Buddhism. On the contrary,
Thai Buddhism has been used to establish the legitimacy to the sovereign. The sovereign
and his government have exercised their power to control and dominate all religions
in the state. Thailand is not, therefore, a religious state since the relationship between

it and religions has been ambiguous.

Keywords: Thailand; State; Religion; Religious State
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