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Abstract

This research has three objectives: (1) to study the current state of Thai monks’
etiquette, (2) to study the Abhisamacara in Theravada Buddhist scriptures, and (3) to study
the application of the Abhisamacara principle to promote Thai monks’ etiquette.
This research employed qualitative research methodology by studying documents and
interviewing 9 key informants, analyzing its content and then presenting the report in
a descriptive manner.

The findings show that: (1) the state of etiquette in the use of communication tools
and technology in terms of the nature of use in conjunction with work communication
public relations searching for information, (2) the state of etiquette for one’s conduct in
public on issues of alms-gathering, dressing, standing, walking, sitting and conducting

oneself in public places, and (3) the state of etiquette that one did not study etiquette
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before ordination on the issue of traditional ordination values. Under the improper
learning of the discipline before ordination and laxity in the temple’s regulations,
if the positive effect is taken into consideration, it gave rise to the effectiveness in
the Buddhist works whereby it facilitates the convenient communication and receiving
information as the good tools in making public relation between individuals and it also
serves as the communicative tools to outside people, if the negative effect in taken into
account, it gave rise to the wide image and faith of people toward Buddhist monks and
Buddhism even reflecting on the guardian and affiliation temples. From the study of
the Abhisamacdra of Buddhist monks, it showed that the Buddha has prescribed
the precepts that the monks should follow which include etiquette in dressing in
perimeter, showing respect, alms-giving, eating food, talking, standing, walking, sitting
and behaving in public where one should control their body, speech and mind for
the beautiful manners to be venerated by people in a society. In order to be used as
a guideline for applying Abhisamacara to promote the etiquette of Thai Buddhist monks
at the personal level, the first step is to consider the purpose of communication and
information retrieval whereby considering the interests of oneself, the Sangha and
Buddhism should be done by putting the principle of moral shame and dread into
action. In doing this, one should create awareness of the representation of the Buddha
by making awareness in developing the research and virtues to be followed, one should
understand time and place where etiquette could be properly realized. In the policy
level, one should bring in Abhisamdacara to practice by preparing a manual on the
etiquette of Thai Buddhist monks. The social expectation toward Buddhist monks
should be emphasized through training on etiquette since the family level till
educational institution and thereby becoming the Buddhist monks in order to continue

Buddhism. Once done, Buddhism could be sustained as long as possible.

Keywords: Application guidelines; Abhisamacdra principle; Promote etiquette;
Thai monks
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