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Abstract

In the Pali Canon, the term dhammacakkhu specifically refers to the sotapattimagsa.
However, in the commentaries and subcommentaries, the definition of dhammacakkhu
varies. Some sources indicate that it refers to the sotapattimagga, while others define it
as the Three Paths and Three Fruits (magga 3 phala 3) or the Four Paths and Four Fruits
(magga 4 phala 4). However, It can be argued that the meaning of dhammacakkhu in
Buddhist scriptures is ambiguous and lacks objectivity. Therefore, the purpose of this
paper is to explain the term dhammacakkhu using Ludwig Wittgenstein’s of language
games to avoid such criticism. The article is divided into two parts: (1) Wittgenstein’s
language games and (2) the explanation of the term dhammacakkhu through Wittgenstein’s
language games. The study collects definitions of dhammacakkhu from the Pali Canon,
commentaries, subcommentaries, and Wittgenstein’s language games as presented in
Philosophical Investigations, and then explains the term dhammacakkhu through
Wittgenstein’s language games. The study reveals that (1) Meaning in context:
Dhammacakku is contextually related to the circumstances and individuals who attain
enlightenment. For instance, in the context of a Sotapanna, it refers to the Sotapattimagga,

whereas in the context of an Arahant, it refers to the Four Paths and Four Fruits (Magga
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4 Phala 4). (2) Language as part of life’s activities: The use of the term Dhammacakku
reflects the practice of Dhamma and the attainment of enlichtenment at different
levels. (3) Family resemblance: Dhammacakku shares a similar meaning in terms of
enlightenment but differs in the levels of defilement eradication (kilesa). (4) Rule-
following: Dhammacakku refers to the ability to see the Dhamma or the realization of
the Dhamma. The Dhammacakku does not arise from philosophical thinking alone but is
the result of the practice of Dhamma. Furthermore, Interpreting Dhammacakku requires
considering its contextual usage. For instance, in one context, Dhammacakku may refer
to the Sotapattimagga, while in another context, it may refer to the Three Paths and Three

Fruits (Magea 3 Phala 3).

Keywords: Language Games; Dhammacakkhu; Ludwig Wittgenstein
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Cambridge University Press, n.d.), pp. 2-4.
° Yule, G., The Study of Language, 4th ed., (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010),

p. 1.
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