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Gaddamer’s Hermeneutics in Medical Assistance in Dying
for Mentally Illness Patients.
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Abstract

The purpose of this academic article is to study the interpretation of the Medical
Assistance in Dying (MAID) law for mentally ill patients in Canada through the framework
of Hans-Georg Gadamer’s hermeneutics. The focus is on the analysis of the “prejudice”

and “fusion of horizons” of those who support and those who oppose the extension of
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the MAID law to cover mentally ill patients. The different interpretations are not solely
based on medical or psychiatric facts, but are also the result of cultural context, ethics,

beliefs about the dignity of life, and fears of inappropriate use of the right to die.

Keywords: Gaddamer’s hermeneutics; Medical Assistance in Dying law;
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? Downie, J., & Chandler, J. A. Interpreting Canada’s Medical Assistance in Dying Legislation,
Canadian Journal of Bioethics, Vol. 3 No. 1 [2020] : 31-40.

° Rodriguez, C., & Kogan, E. Medical Assistance in Dying and Mental Illness: Ethical and
Legal Considerations. Journal of Ethics in Mental Health, Vol. 17 No. 2 [2022] : 45-53.
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