10.

MAUzAUAIEUIYaINUNA Y YNZLAZINATa7d : MsANEIUITBUTIEY
Poet’s Attitudes to Religions in Bhagavadajjuka and Mattavildsa :
a Comparative Study

yulivd Hiawna*

Chanwit Tudkeao

N3N yayley*

Boondarika Boonyo

avimawedels pugdnyImans PamnIaluinIng sy

South Asian Languages Section, Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University
Chanwit.t@chula.ac.th ; Boondarika.b@chula.ac.th

Received: January 08, 2026
Revised: March 17, 2026
Accepted: March 20, 2026

UNANED

nMifuaailys@nwiiaugdumauivesniluazasussiausduangrassios Ao
MYy uag dpniata leeldunsinTsiuIAn Aoy TnsufiRmemann uazdnuoe
nsdeidsudsadmauilusun wdeuiuiussdudesudanfinnsanusznaulumsiinam
Fadiguiigy n53deldsuleuisilenmnn Inednwimunawduangauazunulaniueiu
fuffuazassunssuiifetestudiinusvganves-loay wnsmaun uaglaineludude
PapsanAnITTuil ¢o

Nan1sAnwIMUI ARirYny thiauenwinuivgBadiulumasudiug Tasiame
wnfndinlony niouidlimarasiyunsduniodeioudousening “dnuaedidids
uAuWiesmaw” fu “ganusiteenuin” lnsunulidendndndaeuremaunduog1sguss
AT T9AI8719NAUTUNITESNE Ustany wasidendurmaun mant wazidnuigain
waneinig sanann1uidne UrAuny wazwnsaau lasifunminuimAawasAtuguan

ALieulidudumneensualdy 9NANULANARAUTIRUL AL NaI5N8IE8Y WayEaU

* uA.n5.9 U038 A3 Asst.Prof.Dr.Chanwit Tudkeao AEENWIAENT YAINTANININGTHY
Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University.

** 919138 A3.ya913n1 Yeyley Teacher Dr.Boondarika Boonyo AaugsnuIFans Juaansaiuninese
Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University.

RO (RN 143-160).indd 143

17/4/2569 8:47:10



9GE NINTUNIINIVINT U1l oo 20UT

nslinuAremaaunaUTvy) nulduiausteasdinniguas 2A1ivYNs uazdpnIald e
fldumaaieniu waznan1siinszitdudunseunwfndmsunisfnwazasuseiausizo

.:4' =g v & o « v
U € ‘VII?I?H@‘LJ’]LUU?ﬁG}%@QLi@ﬂU@UWﬂG\WAS

L2 U v U 124

AdARY: iAusAuAIaWT; azasUTEiausduangs; n1saoLaeulasidendaun;

v

MIHWFNS090A VYN NALINNIA A

Y 9

Abstract

This article investigates the poet’s attitudes to religions in two Sanskrit prahasana
plays, Bhagavadajjuka and Mattavilasa, by comparatively analyzing religious ideas,
doctrines, practices, and modes of religious satire in the texts, together with reconsidering
authorship as a key to interpretation. The study employs a qualitative approach,
examining Sanskrit originals and translations of both plays alongside related scriptures
and literary sources on Sankhya-Yoga philosophy, Buddhism, and Saivism in India between
the fifth and seventh centuries CE.

The findings show that Bhagavadajjuka presents an image of a religious mendicant
firmly grounded in philosophical teachings—especially those of Yoga—using the vidusaka
as a foil to contrast “a truly realized ascetic” with “one who merely adopts the outer
form of renunciation”, while largely avoiding harsh satire of other religious doctrines. In
contrast, Mattavilasa foregrounds sharp mockery, denunciation, and ridicule of religions,
founders, and ascetics from various sects, including Kapalikas, Pasupatas, and Buddhists,
by emphasizing immoral monks and distorted practices as the main source of comic
effect. On the basis of these differing religious perspectives, satirical strategies, and
degrees of appreciation for philosophical teachings, the study concludes that the poets
of Bhagavadajjuka and Mattavilasa are unlikely to be the same person, and proposes its
analytical framework as a model for future research on other prahasana plays that take

religion as their central vastu.

Keywords: religious attitudes; Sanskrit prahasana plays; religious satire and

mockery; the poets of Bhagavadajjuka and Mattavilasa
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