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Abstract

This qualitative research aims (1) to study the contexts, rituals, traditions, and
practical principles of Rachakhru Nora (Nora Masters) (2)to develop a creative framework
for a contemporary dance drama titled “Rachakhru Nora,” reflecting the spiritual life and
identity of the artists. Data were collected from a purposive sample of 12 key informants,
including Nora masters, artists, and ritual experts, through participant and non-participant
observations, in-depth interviews, and focus group discussions. The data were validated
via triangulation and synthesized using content analysis.

The results reveal two primary components of the creative process: (1) The
narrative structure, categorized into four life stages: Pathom Chiwa (Birth and Faith),
Globalization, Silpathat Panithan (Self-discipline and Tradition), and Suepsan Sattha
(Sustainable Heritage). (2) The application of six performance elements: script,
choreography, music, costume, stage design, and multimedia. By integrating modern
multimedia as a symbolic tool, the performance creates a new perceptive space while
preserving the traditional core. The research contributes a “Spiritual Value Communi-

cation Model through Contemporary Performance,” highlighting the persistence of faith
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and ancestral gratitude in the digital age. This study provides a sustainable pathway for

preserving intangible cultural heritage within the context of global transformation.

Keywords: Rachakhru Nora; Contemporary Dance Drama; Nora Rong Khru

Ritual; Performance Design; Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH)
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