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Abstract

This research article aimed to achieve three objectives: (1) to study the problems
and needs in the development of local handicrafts in Suan Taeng Subdistrict; (2) to
develop local handicrafts in order to enhance the self-reliant household economy
according to Buddhist principles in Suan Taeng Subdistrict; and (3) to evaluate the
outcomes of local handicraft development for enhancing the self-reliant household
economy according to Buddhist principles in Suan Taeng Subdistrict. The study employed
Action Research methodology. Research instruments included focus group discussion
forms and evaluation forms. Twelve participants were purposively selected for the focus
group discussions, while seventeen villagers voluntarily participated in the project
activities. Data collection and research implementation followed the Action Research
cycle proposed by Gerald Susman. Data were analyzed using Content Analysis and
Descriptive Statistics, including Mean and Standard Deviation.

The research findings revealed that: (1) The problems in developing local handicrafts
in Suan Taeng Subdistrict consisted of four aspects: (1.1) budget limitations in imple-
menting local handicraft development projects; (1.2) inability to establish occupational
groups or community enterprise groups; (1.3) local handicraft products developed
through training projects organized by the Suan Taeng Subdistrict Administrative
Organization could not be effectively marketed; and (1.4) lack of market channels for
the products, resulting in the inability to further develop local handicrafts into sustainable
income-generating activities. (2)The needs for local handicraft development in Suan Taeng
Subdistrict consisted of two aspects: (2.1) the need for marketing and distribution
channels; and (2.2) the need to learn local handicraft skills for additional income
generation. Accordingly, the research team implemented a local handicraft development
project to enhance the self-reliant household economy according to Buddhist principles
by applying the C-A-M Model as a framework for development in Suan Taeng Subdistrict,
Mueang Suphan Buri District, Suphan Buri Province. The model consisted of the following
components: (1) Creation (C = Creation), comprising two activities: Activity 1: material
preparation; and Activity 2: handicraft creation. (2) Advancement (A = Advancement),
comprising two activities: Activity 1: pricing determination; and Activity 2: product
distribution and sales. (3) Management (M = Management), comprising two activities:
Activity 1: financial planning; and Activity 2: financial knowledge transfer. The evaluation

of the outcomes of local handicraft development for enhancing the self-reliant household
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economy according to Buddhist principles in Suan Taeng Subdistrict indicated that,
overall, participants’ opinions were at a high level (Mean = 3.79, Standard Deviation =
0.10).

Keyword: Development; Enhancement; Self-Reliant Household Economy;
Local Handicrafts
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