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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the changes of Buddhist temples
management since The Sanha Act of 1962 became effective to the present. It was a qualitative
study. Data were collected from documents and field work study which conducted by using in-
depth interview method. Content analysis was used for analyzing data. The purposive sampling
technique was used for choosing samples. They were comprised of Buddhist monks in various
temples and knowledgeable monks and ordinary people whose works relating to Buddhism and
temples.

The result of the study showed that there were some changes in temple administration
since the Sangha Act of 1962 in an aspects of being toward decentralization and introducing
Buddhist taughts in a way that instead of rely on face to face teaching it can be technology
based teaching. By using technology for Buddhist introducing and teaching. it could be ease of
study and widespread.

For the religious education aspect. in the past. it would be learning on the issues of
disciplines and Buddhist doctrines which were conducted by face to face leamning from
experienced Buddhist monks. It was an obligation to the monk to have an engagement in
religious teaching and contemplation. At the current situation. there are various sciences for monk
to study which it is not against the Buddhist discipline. From the study it was found that there
was no different for an aspects of the education burden. monks are continuing in support and
providing education to general public for example. in the forms of school and university.

For public assistance. in the past. building of the temple. temple developing. temple
environment . places and facilities were not monks’ duties. They were duties of people who were
have their faith in Buddhism such as the king. authoritarian people. rich person. At the present.

according to the Sangha Act. those duties belong to the temple abbots and monks as temple can
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have various roles such as shelters for poor people. shelters for travelers. health care center.
excursion venues. arbitration venue. cultural centers and recreation places. and a place for
religious ritual and performing.

The suggestion of the study were temple administrative and management should allow
people to participate in every stage and when choosing the temple abbot it should consider the
qualification based on competency not just educational degree..

Keywords : Transformation. Temple Management and Administrative. Buddhist Temple.
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