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ABSTRACT

This paper explores the consumption of Thai television dramas among its
transnational audience in two important aspects. Firstly, it examines how the
transnational audience of Thai dramas interpret meanings in the dramas and what
elements the audience choose to interpret as representing “Thainess”. Secondly,
the paper explores emotional affect of Thai television dramas. It asks what type
of emotional expression the audience understood as “Thai”, and to what extent
Thai TV dramas provide emotional and cultural resources that differ from other
national TV dramas. The paper employs the concept of “affective economy” based
on two different approaches to explore the consumption of Thai dramas: one that
uses emotion to create connections between consumers and products, and the
other considers cultural and political implications of emotion. Using case studies
in Cambodia and China whose audience communities come from different socio-
economic and political backgrounds, the paper examines emotional expression
in Thai TV dramas, its functions and its implications towards transnational audience
reception.

keywords: affective economy, television dramas, audience reception, melodrama,

Cambodia, China
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