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ABSTRACT

International migration has been described as one of the strategies that contribute
to rural development. However, there is very few research questioning lives after
migration and the various challenges of reintegration in the home community.
Drawing on an empirical case from a village in Udon Thani Province, Northeast
Thailand where migration to work aboard has been a key livelihood strategy, the
paper explores migration and return, and whether return migrant’ households
are able to successfully lift their economic status. This paper argues that although
working aboard can generate good income for migrant households in a certain
period, once they return to their home village, several challenges and limitations
facing each household shaping their capacity in income generation. Thus,
migration to work abroad remains an important household’s strategy though
generations.

keywords: homecoming, return migrant, rural development
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