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ABSTRACT

The development of the concept of Buddhism as the established religion emerged
within the political history of the Thonburi-Rattanokosin period and appeared as
part of the “Nation-Religion-Monarchy” ideology established by King Rama VI,
Vajiravudh, who deemed it as the spirit of the modern Siamese nation-state under
the system of absolute monarchy. Despite the 1932 overthrow of the absolute
monarchy which changed Thailand into democratic form of government, the old
regime’s concept of Buddhism as the established religion passed on to the new
regime. This article argues that the persistence of such concept inhibits religious
freedom and equality from being fully ensured and results in an increased call for
the separation of Buddhism from the state, based on the principles of secularism.

keywords: Buddhism as established religion, religious freedom and equality,

secularism
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