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ABSTRACT

This article explores the roles, goals, and approaches to peacebuilding taken
by Buddhist women in Thailand’s Deep South amidst the uncertainties from the
ongoing conflict and periodical tensions between local Buddhist and Muslim
communities. The research for this article is based on the interviews conducted
with female and male Buddhist leaders, both lay and monastic, who were affiliated
with organizations that identified themselves as based on Buddhist identity. In this
instance, the concept of gender provides an analytical framework to examine the
roles of Buddhist women in peacebuilding. Despite their small number, Buddhist
women were able to voice their concerns and enhance their participation in the
peace process. These women have become visible in public space through their
engagement within civil society as well as through their involvement in the official
dialogue platform with the delegations both from the government and resistance
movement. In recent years, Buddhist women have been able to claim their place
within the peace process where they contribute to the shaping of the agenda for
minority Buddhists as well as establish their negotiating positions with regards to
other stakeholders.

keywords: Buddhist women, Buddhist organizations, gender, participation, peace

process
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