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Abstract

This research, aims to study the gender and sexuality of characters
portrayed in the Thai Sepa Epic, Khun Chang Khun Phaen, the National Library
version under the three theoretical frameworks including Jackson and Cook’s
study of gender, Doyle’s study of masculinity and femininity, and Stephen
Whitehead’s study of sexuality. The result shown that in the matter of gender,
male and female characters perform their roles relatedly in that social conter
including male characters’ knowledgeability in Buddhism, dream interpretation,
astrology, exorcism, black magic, and treatise on military strategy. Meanwhile,
male characters are also presented fighting skills and adventurous mind apart
from their leadership personality. Moreover, they would emiorace the integrity,
bravery, gratitude, rationale, responsibility, morality, virtue, knightliness, and
lady - infatuation. On the oter hana, female characters must be literate and
knowledgeable in Buddhism. They must be skillful in food carving, cooking,
weaving, and household management. In terms of female characters, they are
portrayed to be superstitious, beauty-concerned, caring for other family
members, grateful, kind, and religious. In respect of sexuality, it is found that
most sexual fantasies of characters are aroused by some causes, for example,
appearancing, feeling lonely, hearing the voice, hearing the reputation, and being
put on by black magic spells. All of these reasons drive the characters to the
point of releasing their sexual emotion through different actions including
developing courtship, making personal appointment, proposing marriage, sleep-
walking, visiting the house (of the opposite sex), and physical touching. Fronm
the oppositc sex which would perform through recreation space, cotton field,
forest, river pier, and characters’ private house.
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