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Abstract

The objectives of this study were: 1) to find out the origin of the new
version of Klong Sabat Chai applied for today's use. 2) to find out important
factors which caused changes in Klong Sabat Chai culture and 3) to find out
impacts of changes of Klong Sabat Chai on its societies. The researcher applied
Qualitative Research to find out these answers by analyzing from guided
interviews, related documents and in - depth interview with 10 experienced
people who specialized in the new-versio of Klong Sabat Chai by the method
of Purposive sampling in Qualitative Research.The findings indicated that 1)
there was no clear evidence identifying that Klong Sabat Chai had existed for a
long time. However, it was found that this particular drums were widely
popular amongst most of the temples in the Northern of Thailand the objective
of which was to perform in religious ceremonies. To perform Klong Sabat Chai,
the beaters hit the drum by the sole drumstick so as to prevent any body parts
to touch the drum. Gong and cymbals were also used to perform. The beaters
walked around slowly and performed simple gestures. This particular
performing style, did not draw much of the later generations' attentions since it
lacked excitement. As a result, Khru Kham Kawai created and developed the
new style of Klong Sabat Chai performance by using elbows, knees and feet in
the posture of crocodile slapping its tail to hit the drum and it was called the
applied performance of Klong Sabat Chai. 2) Factors that led to changes into
the applied version of Klong Sabat Chai performance were because of, 2.1) the
Society and the Economy. The new version of Klong Sabat Chai's culture
started to change when entering to the business and competition industry. 2.2)
the Personal Factor (the transferrers) changed the pattern of the performance
to suit the learners and the learners started to set up their own performances
which led to changes in the performance patterns depending on the
circumstances. And (3) the positive effects created the inheritance and the

systematic learnings also helped promote original Klong Sabat Chai
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communities. In terms of the negative effect, there was only the conceptual
conflict with those who disapproved of the applied performance of Klong Sabat
Chai.

Keywords: Culture, Klong Sabat Chai, Khru Kam Kawai
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