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Abstract

The Objectives of this research article were to study the management of
local community forests in the northeastern region according to the sufficiency
economy philosophy. The following issues are: 1) concepts and principles of local
community forest management, 2) model of local community forest management,
and 3) problems and obstacles for local community forest management. It is a
qualitative research by means of studying related documents, the fieldwork in an in-
depth interview and participatory observation. The key informant groups used in
this research were community leaders, monks, local residents, 19 scholars and
provincial forestry officers. The data were analyzed by descriptive method
according to the inductive method. The results of the research were as follows:
1) concept and principles of local community forest management, the beliefs
and culture are based on local philosophers and monks as a base to drive the
community through the concept of sufficiency economy philosophy by adopting
local culture and traditions as a guideline for community forest management, for
example, bringing the belief in the ghost “Don Poo Ta” for becoming a strategy
to save the forest through the rituals of beliefs of the commmunities in each places,
2) the model of local community forest management, by applying the principles
of unity with working as a team of people in the community, this is based on
external factors including government regulations, support from external
organizations and from other community forest network partners to create a
process of linking activities and 3) problems and obstacles in local community
forest management in the implementation of government policies and
mechanisms, there is a problem that arises is that people lack understanding of
the law of the Royal Forest Department causing them to comply with
government policies incorrectly, and obstacles in the management of local
community forests is the lack of government support budget sufficiency.
Keywords: Management, Local Community Forests, Northeastern Region,

Sufficiency Economy Philosophy
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