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Abstract

The Objectives of this research article were to 1) to study the role of the
Community President; 2) to analyze problems related to the role of Community
President; and 3) to propose guidelines for improving the role of the Community
President. This study was conducted in Khon Kaen Municipality. Data were
collected using qualitative methods, such as in-depth interviews with nine
Community Presidents in Khon Kaen Municipality. Of these, seven had served at
least two four-year terms, while the other two had served less than two terms
This study had the following findings: 1) The role of the Community President is
to be the coordination focal point between the government and the people.
This involves informing local residents of important news from the government,
or as the voice of the community to present needs or problems of the locality
to the relevant government agencies. In general, the Community President looks
after the order and livability of the community in all aspects; 2) The problems of
the role of the Community President are related to the fact that the position is
not a legally-appointed position, and lacked guidelines for how the position
should be administered, or what the exact responsibilities are. Accordingly, the
Community President is the equivalent of an ordinary resident of the locality. At
the time of this study, most of the Community Presidents were senior citizens.
There was little community interest or support for the Community President; 3)
In order to resolves some of these problems, the position of Community
President should be codified in law. There should be clear specifications of the
role and responsibility of the President. There should be clear definition of the
qualifications for an individual to serve as Community President. There should
be training for Community Presidents in leadership to help lead their constituents
to adapt and adjust to changing circumstances. There also should be appropriate

compensation and welfare provided.
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