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Abstract

The Objectives of this research article were to 1) study principles of the
middle path toward creating innovative material for contemporary jewelry design
2) create alternative material from leftover resources with reasonable practice
under the concept of the middle path. This research is considered qualitative
research with the method of theoretical practice. The research result indicates
that the middle path is a reasonable practice for practitioners to understand their
objective, rationality, obstacle and considerable practice to achieve that goal.
These principles become the conceptual framework in creating innovative
material for contemporary jewelry design. The aim is to encourage rationality in
production and consumption, not hold onto materialism, and balance
coexistence between human beings and the natural environment. The natural
fibers from the Royal Projects of the late King Bhumibol Adulyadej in western
Thailand, like vetiver grass, corn husk, and dried banana leaf, were brought to
experiment with the leftover plastic bags to maximize the result from existing
resources. The process is moderate, independently achieve with household tools
and jewelry- making equipment. The two different materials were melted
together by the iron’s heat instead of glue. The outcome is a valuable material
with quality in colors, thickness, and hardness that suitable to employ in
contemporary jewelry design and making. Creating this innovative material aims
to become a tool for communicating that aesthetic appreciation is concordance
with cognitive development. Encouraging intellectual consumption is for a better
and more sustainable quality of life according to the middle path’s principles.

Keywords: The Middle Path, Material, Contemporary Jewelry
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