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Abstract

The democratic concept in the Pali Canon was found that every precept
or rule in Vinaya-pitaka, was enacted as a practical guideline for Buddhist monks.
It was not, however, ordained by the Buddha himself. Each precept or rule was
regulated by the process amid the Buddhist council after the causal affair was
complained. Then, there was the Buddhist assembly to consider and investigate
that affair, and the precept was regulated under the council’s agreement. Then,
they willingly recognized and practiced that rule. In general, most religious deeds
except an act, called Apalokana-kamma in Pali, were performed by a certain
group of Buddhist monks. In addition, the democratic concept in the Buddhist
Suttanta-pitaka was criticized as follows: 1) Liberty of Thinking — Kalama villagers
were granted eleven principles of belief in Kalama-sutta (either called Kesaputta-
sutta). 2) Equity — In Buddhism, there were eight miracles of the Doctrine and
Discipline (Dhamma and Vinaya in Pali), the Buddha’s teachings (so-called
Buddhism), in comparison to the eight miracles of the ocean. 3) Brotherhood -
There was fraternity or companionship among Buddhist monks. 4) Exercise of
Sovereignty — The supremacy of righteousness (Dhammadhipateyya in Pali),
different from self-dependence (Attadhipateyya) and supremacy of the public
opinion (Lokadhipateyya), was praised by the Buddha, saying ‘Wherever was
without great men was not an assembly.” Nevertheless, there was an evidence
of democracy that the council of Buddhist monks were allowed to perform all
ecclesiastical rites, which were based on the Doctrine and Discipline as the
supreme constitution in Buddhism, the principle of equity, the principle of the
middle way, and the democracy.
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