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Abstract

The objectives of this research article were to examine the utilization and
described suggestions of four different paraprofessional collaborative team
models in early intervention for individuals with multiple disabilities at the Chiang
Rai Special Education Center which was the mixed methods research. A sample
of 39 participants included parents, special education teachers, occupational
therapists, physical therapists,_Clinical Psychologists and a Thai traditional
medicine specialist, all were chosen by purposive sampling. Research instruments
consisted of, 1) a questionnaire and 2) a focus group form. Data were collected
between May - October 202 1. The study results were analyzed and reported
using frequencies, percentages, means, standard deviation, and content analysis.
The research revealed that: 1) Of the four collaborative team models, about
44.44% of the participants indicated that they utilized the Interdisciplinary Team
(Model no.2) at work, while 41.67% preferred to use the Transdisciplinary Team
(Model no.3). The professional participants in the study followed all seven step
processes of early intervention when providing services to individuals with
multiple disabilities. Overall, the practice of early intervention service was rated
as high. (66.67%).The highest rated practice steps by 75% of the participants
were step 5 (or providing appropriate activities) and step six (or progress
evaluation), while the lowest rated practice by 52.78 % was step three (or the
assessment). 2) To better serve individuals with multiple disabilities and their

families who live in remote and up to the high hill areas of Chiang Rai, the
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majority of the participants (77.77%) suggested that; 1) the special education
center should increase the numbers of staff and a variety of paraprofessionals in
order to be suitable for workload and travel time. 2) more paraprofessionals’
team effort was needed. And 3) collaborative team planning efforts with the
same goals was accounted as a percentage of 77.77, 75 and 66.66 respectively.
Keywords: Collaborative team models, Early intervention, Paraprofessionals,

Multiple disabilities, Special Education Center
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