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Abstract

Background and Objectives: Thai prisons have been overcrowded with prisoners, and repeat
offenders have been found. The development and correction of their behavior is, therefore, not
comprehensive. Before offenders are released from prison, they may still not be corrected to a
suitable level for release back into society. The objectives of this research article consist of,
firstly, studying the background, principles, theories, and Buddhist principles that relate to the
rule of law and imprisonment that are based on Buddhist Principles; secondly, analyzing and
comparing the rule of law and imprisonment in Thailand with England and Wales, Federal
Republic of Germany, and Japan; and thirdly, presenting the research results and improving the
imprisonment's laws in Thailand.

Methodology: This qualitative research study investigated documents and gathered information
from the problems and methods of imposing imprisonment in accordance with the rule of law
and Buddhist principles according to Buddhism as well as made comparisons with related laws
and literature.

Main Results: The results of the research showed that, first, the returning of good people back
to society included, firstly, the concept required having Sati (Mindfulness), Sampajanna (Clear
comprehension), and Pafna (Wisdom) from various Buddhist principles to create a new mindset
for the person who had just been released from prison; secondly, the rule of law implied
holding the law above all else, indicating that a person must have been punished only for
reasons provided by law with the principle of equality before the law; and thirdly, the goal of
enforcing a new prison sentence was that the offender could have lived a new life in the future
without guilt for sustainable social protection. Second, proposals for guidelines to promote
learning of important Buddhist principles in order to change a new cognitive process for
offenders according to the Buddhist way indicated that, firstly, there was a further development
of a prison with a basis of thought for building a base for learning the Buddhist way of life; and
secondly, developing opportunities and learning Buddhist principles for a sustainable new life
for offenders were under the process of creating Sati (Mindfulness) and learning Dhamma. The
new knowledge for recognizing right and wrong consisted of self-confidence, self-esteem, self-

respect, and empowerment. Improving the law enforcing prison sentences had a positive effect
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on society. It reduced the number of offenders, including fostering respect for the laws of the
country.

Involvement to Buddhadhamma: Correcting and rehabilitating offenders to have "Sati
(Mindfulness) and Sampajanfia (Clear comprehension)” is the application in terms of Buddhism
and the Development of Wisdom and Morality with Buddism to develop their conscience and
make them able to observe instability in the human "Citta" (mind), which includes changes, right
minds and wrong minds, according to human nature. In addition, learning "Buddhist principles"
lead offenders to a "right mind," reasonableness, and Dhamma for protecting oneself and others,
including Sila (Morality), Samadhi (Concentration), Hiri (Conscience), Ottappa (Moral dread), and
Panna (Wisdom). A Proper and reasonable thought system develops a right mind, awareness of
the truth, calmness, peacefulness, and respect for the country's laws.

Conclusions: A model for the rule of law and effective imprisonment must have been based on
Buddhist principles. Learning, according to the way of Buddhism for rehabilitating offenders, was
managed under Buddhist principles and the rule of law. Rehabilitation of criminal offenders with
the principle of criminal law must have integrated the principles for creating mindfulness and
learning the Buddhist principles. The new body of knowledge about conscience required
confidence, self-esteem, self-respect, and encouragement to truly return to being a good citizen
of society.

Keywords: The Rule of Law, Imprisonment, Buddhist Principles
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Figure 2 Linking new knowledge from studies
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