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Abstract

Background and Objective: The community justice system is an important mechanism for
maintaining peace and order and fairness in society. Buddhist principles have been used as a
guideline for promoting the justice process since the time of the Buddha, it has also had a long-standing
influence Thailand's legal system and justice processes. Examples of this influence include
mediation and compromises to resolve disputes peacefully, using the principles of the Seven
Atikornasamatha and the Four Brahmaviharas, these principles can be applied to effectively
promote the community justice system. This research, aims to explore how the principles of the
Seven Atikornasamatha can be applied to promote the community justice system in the area of
Tha Ruea Sub-district Administrative Organization, Mueang District, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province,
within the legal context.

Methodology: This research adopted a qualitative research design. Data were collected from
relevant documents and in-depth interviews using a semi-structured interview format. The
interviews targeted specific groups of key informants, including: 1) Five local residents; 2) Five
local government officials; 3) Three educational personnel; 4) Three religious representatives; and
5) Five police officers, totaling 21 people. The data were analyzed using analytic induction.

Main Results: The study showed that the application of Buddhist principles to promote the
justice system in the Tha Ruea community, Mueang Nakhon Si Thammarat district, Nakhon Si
Thammarat province, included: 1) Focusing on crime prevention through environmental
improvements and cooperation between the police and local residents. The principles of Trisikkha
and the Four Brahmaviharas helped to promote morality and peace; 2) Receiving complaints and

reporting corruption by using Trisikkha and the Four Brahmaviharas to listen attentively and
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impartially; 3) Mediating disputes using the principles of Adhikarana Samatha and the Four
Brahmaviharas to create a safe and neutral atmosphere for negotiation; 4) Providing restorative
justice for victims of crime, emphasizing compassion and forgiveness for rehabilitation; and 5)
Accepting ex-convicts back into the community using Trisikkha, the Four Noble Truths, and the
Four Brahmaviharas to help offenders become good citizens again.

Involvement to Buddhadhamma: The community justice system acts as a mechanism to
maintain peace and promoting harmonious living within the community. The application of
Buddhist principles as Buddhist innovation, including the principles of Traisikkha (Precepts,
Meditation, Wisdom), the Four Noble Truths (Suffering, Cause of Suffering, Cessation of Suffering,
Path to Cessation of Suffering), the Four Brahmaviharas (Loving-kindness, Compassion,
Sympathetic Joy, Equanimity) and the principles of Adhikarana-samatha (Sammukawinai,
Tinnavattharaka principles), helps enhance the effectiveness of community justice system while
upholding the law and ensuring fairness.

Conclusions: The application of Buddhist principles as a guideline for promoting a justice system
in the Tha Ruea Subdistrict Administrative Organization, Mueang district, Nakhon Si Thammarat
province, by studying its role in promoting justice under the legal context of the community, such
as crime prevention, receiving complaints, reporting clues, mediating disputes, compensating
crime victims, and accepting ex-convicts back into the community, can significantly improve
efficiency and fairness, which will lead to the development of a peaceful and harmonious
community.

Keywords: Application, Buddhism Principles, Promotion of Justice System
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Figure 1 Application of Buddhist Principles to the Promotion of a Just Community Justice

System in a Legal Context
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