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Abstract

Background and Objectives: The Five Precepts Village Project originated from an idea of the
Sangha Supreme Council, which assigned the Buddhist Sangha to consider applying the
principles of Buddhism as a tool for the development of the Thai community and society
toward a peaceful society. In particular, it promotes the observance of the Five Precepts, which
are the basic precepts in Buddhism that emphasize living together in a peaceful society, such as
reducing conflicts, refraining from physical harm, and decreasing violence, as well as promoting
volunteer-based accident prevention in the community. The Five Precepts function as a mechanism
for mental and social development that integrates Buddhist teachings with structural
development. This study aimed to examine the general conditions of peaceful society-building,
patterns of community participation, and the driving mechanisms for creating a peaceful society
according to the Five Precepts Village Project.

Methodology: This study employed a qualitative research design. The key informants consisted
of Buddhist monks, community leaders, parent representatives, school administrators, and
student representatives, totaling 25 participants. The informants were selected through
purposive sampling. The research instrument was a structured interview guide. Data were
collected through in-depth interviews and analyzed using descriptive analysis.

Main Results: It was found that the general conditions of a peaceful society were based on the
Five Precepts, which serve as fundamental Dhamma principles that help regulate human
behavior and promote responsibility toward oneself, others, and society. The emphasis is placed
on refraining from harm to others, stealing, sexual misconduct, lying, and the consumption of
alcohol and addictive substances, which form the foundation of peace and safety in the
community. The results showed that: 1) The process of creating a peaceful society consisted of:
1.1) Educating and raising awareness; 1.2) Encouraging community participation; 1.3) Receiving
support from monastic communities, the Sangha Order, and local organizations; 1.4) Evaluation
and monitoring of progress; 1.5) Preserving sustainability; and 1.6) Assessing project outcomes;
2) The community participation model revealed that in aspects of peace in life, property, family,

and information, villagers must think together, act together, and take care of one another, which
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will bring peace, safety, and warmth to families and the community. In terms of wisdom,
villagers applied wisdom to solve problems; and 3) Regarding the driving mechanism, it was
found that the creation of networks between villages resulted from the exchange of learning
within local areas first, then expanded to other areas. Building alliances between the Sangha Order,
the government, and other sectors integrated cooperation among the relevant government
departments.

Involvement to Buddhadhamma: Building a peaceful society aligns with the fundamental
principles of Buddhism, specifically the Five Precepts (Pafica Slla), which consist of Panatipata,
Adinnadana, Kamesu Micchacara, Musavada, and Suramerayamajja Pamadatthana.
These principles focus on developing individuals' behavior and moral awareness so that they
can live peacefully and sustainably with others in society. They also promote the development
of self-discipline among community members, non-harm toward others, and coexistence based
on respect for social rules and regulations, resulting in peace at the individual, family,
and community levels.

Conclusions: The model of creating a peaceful society according to the Five Precepts Village
Project is important in fostering moral consciousness in daily life, leading to peaceful
communities, morally and ethically grounded citizens, and a reduction in violence. It also
contributes to strengthening families and communities. Participation from all sectors, including
households, monasteries, schools, and both public and private sectors, jointly drives the
development of strong communities and a peaceful society.

Keywords: Peaceful Society, Drive Mechanism, Community Involvement, Five Precepts Village Project
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