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State and Buddhist: the ambiguous state between secular and religion
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Abstract

In the modern western states, religious morality and secular morality are separated, following
the treaty of Westphalia that gave rises to new secular states, without any religious domination. The
case of Thailand is different, as the process of making the modern Thai state during the period of 2435
under the bureaucracy reformation to be like those western states by King Rama V did not separate
religion from the state, but included it as part of the so-called modern Siam, by establishing the Sangha
Supreme Council of Thailand to exclusively govern the Thai monks in 2445 to 2485, then return to the
old system in 2505 and still use this particular system until today.

In bringing Buddhism to be part of the state, it inevitably makes the Thai state exists
ambiguously whether as the modern state like the west or the pre-modern state that religion used to
play a vital role in governing the state, such as interfering in the appointment of the new supreme
patriarch of the Buddhist monks, assigning Buddhist days as public holidays and excessively using
Buddhist rites in state ceremonies. All of these prevent the Thai state to be the true modern or pre-

modern state but the ambiguous religious state that praises Buddhism over other religions, though it is
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not clearly stated in the constitution, and uses Buddhism as one of the mechanisms to build and restore
order in its society.
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