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Abstract

This paper is a response to Somkiat Wantana’s 1981 article “The Crisis of Social Science
and the Growth of Marxist History in the 1970s”, which criticized the Althuserrian concept of
‘structure’ and approach to studying society as interpreted by E.P. Thompson. While Wantana
(1981) problematizes the analytical purchase of ‘structure’ due to its perceived lack of
historical dimension and its failure to address how society exists in reality, this paper proposes
an alternative interpretation of the concept of ‘structure’ through the work of Gilles Deleuze
and Louise Althusser by reconsidering the concept’s spatial and temporal dimensions. In line
with Althusser’s rejection of the idea of homogeneous continuity of time - he believes each
element has its own particular time which cannot be reduced to the periodization of the
coexistence of multiplicity - | further argue that ‘structure’ cannot be viewed as a mechanical
and static model and instead highlight its role in inseparably intertwining reality and the
imaginary. This assertion echoes Deleuze’s framing of the intersection between reality and
imagery as one of the properties of structure as ‘the third space’. This space is an open system
that contains the multiplicity of roles and relations both virtually and actually having the
potentiality to assemblage with other elements and create the dynamic of structure that is

open to new possibilities for the empty space.
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Y
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Usyiienansuaznisaudamizvesiu (Msiauanduly nsuin anuuandin

184) FenrnanizinIzasresauar sy SRmansimaniunnsetu (differential)
wzdiusteguuaudusfusndnafussdutuiiunaseganeludauiomn 3
uagsziuamduturesnsliifisiveausaz sy Tmanssgnimundeslagia
warsvduanuuiuresmsfisiicvosurazdsy fimansmelugavesdrusianunaii

Using”! (Stolze,1998, p. 60)

1«

We have to assign to each level a peculiar time, relatively autonomous and hence relatively independent,

even in its dependence, of the “times” of the other levels. We can and must say: for each mode of production there is a
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wpwiunszUIuMINsranvetalanuile o nienhelalaluuiazanudusiusndunuindudiunia

yo4lAseas1sdududeuninualianunsoanvauadliogiadigindanvnaindmiedlaogis

asslunsann Tngannudniidaguesisendnduanvedslassadng (structural causality) (Lewis,

a

William, 2018) &sdaguaslauuiiiarsuilassairmsonalnlugiuzninizifeininuunneig
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v a a o 1o

waNuaeveInIgkarIERuTuINGndnsnansdruliuidaudagiuininueglslaeiiansan

AausdandslausngiTusunseiafnmsfudsnemedaumsalang 4 fisrazdilalanfeaiunis

fnupdewluauianisusngdiuvesunsdeniesuile insedaguesifiuituenainitniswanves
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demyluwsagrgluuvagiinannglulaemiuvesiiduieaudd dun133nn1sene quasdiudadfamgy
Nz ednme iRt uesavesnuAnwuUlaTadensreudtalIunaIfe 13an
dmfulassaiiefondunaivenisusingass (actualization) tneduiileawnainnisissegsauiu

(coexistence) waanteNdiliusng (virtuality) NARTLIINTINENMAINKATE 1IANTIIUIINES

'
[ Y

néaldusingluddsiusng (actuality) Buidesinlassasimildludinisusingdavedu lulyain

m’s‘dsqﬂgﬁawﬁﬂﬂé’qm'sﬂﬁfmgﬁasuaqﬁﬂémﬁq (Stolze, 1998, pp. 59-60)

nmsdnenseuAnfInauiarsansutulumssinedelldeiuanudniedasiasng

[
0

1Y §f @ 1 o v g A I . v = v
V9ITAgUYIIUIT N13ezIALilaNuNvedlaTaasna (the structure of a domain) latuABsas

v LY Y

o LY . g { [ a 1 & A o |
Avuadnguazau (objects and works) vadluiiundsnanisuludmdildusng nauaiessey

peculiar time and history, punctuated in a specific way by the development of the productive forces; the relations of
production have their peculiar time and history, punctuated in a specific way; the political superstructure has its own
history...philosophy has its own time and history...aesthetic productions have their own time and history...scientific formations
have their own time and history, etc. Each of these peculiar histories is punctuated with peculiar rhythms and can only be
known on condition that we have defined the concept of the specificity of its historical temporality and its punctuations
(continuous development, revolutions, break, etc.)..The specificity of these times and histories is therefore differential, since
it is based on the differential relations between the different level within the whole: the mode and degree of independence
of each history is therefore necessarily determined by the mode and degree of dependence of each level within the set of

articulations of the whole.” (Stolze, 1998, p.60)
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nWASTAA (the illusion of a false dialectic) (Deleuze,2004, p. 179)
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2 ipalagiiadii sense 11 Sens = meaning and direction (Deleuze, 2004, p. 174)
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3 Althusser speaks of economic structure, he specifies that the true “subjects” there are not those who come to occupy the places, i.e. concrete
individuals or real human beings — no more the true objects are the roles that they they fulfill and the events that are produced. Rather, these

“subjects” are above all the places in a topological and structural space defined by relation of production. (Deleuze, p.174)
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