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Abstract

This research had the objectives to promote community participation in caring for the health of the elderly
and to find a guideline in the community elderly health-care process development in Napong Sub-district
Administration Organization, Thoen district, Lampang province. It is a qualitative research with the sample
groups of the elderly, officers of sub-district health promotion hospital, head of the sub-district, village
heads, government officials or members of local government organizations, community public health
volunteers and relatives of the elderly totaled 60 persons. The research tools consisted of observations,
in-depth interviews and group discussions. Data received were classified into categories then used contents
analysis and frequencies to support the description.

The research results found that promote community participation in the development of elderly healthcare
process in Napong sub-district in decision making the elderly have health problem they did not have time
to join the community in local development; as for practice, the elderly were ready to cooperate in various
activities; for receiving benefits from the finished activities, most of the elderly thought beneficial to
themselves but for evaluation, there were government agencies that had the duties to evaluate and
conclude. For the guideline in developing the elderly healthcare process, agencies concerning the elderly
healthcare process development both at the village level and sub-district level should plan together, alternating
the position of leader to specify complete activities and solve the budget problem using “schools for the elderly”
as the tool in opening the space for the elderly to conduct activities and develop knowledge body using local
wisdom on the foundation of culture and thirst for knowledge of the elderly. This would be a way to promote

knowledge management of the community in using the power of the elderly in community development.
Keywords: Participation, Elderly, Health care, Elderly school
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