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Abstract

This article studies the problems and methods of a studying the origins of Thai and southern China and
their cultural correlation by exploring and collecting information contained the origin of Thais and southern
China and their cultural correlation. This article also focuses on the analysis of those researches which
describes the Tai and the origin of Thais. According to the studies from several scholars, they were found
that there are many theories related to the immigration of Thai and the origin of the Thai claimed by both

reliable and unreliable evidences. They consist of 5 major concepts. The concept that is widely accepted
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by scholars is Thais migrated from southern part of China which has been studied since the reign of King
Rama V until present. Moreover, the history of the Thai people and the origin of the Thai had been studied
over 100 years ago. The aforementioned concept is a nationalist for making people feel the sense of pride
achievement and harmoniousness of Thai according to the economic, military, and political power of the
Western colonialism era on that time. However, the exactly result of the study is still discussed in several
points. This study shows the aspects of the cultural dimension of Tai ethnic group together with both
reliable and unreliable concepts of Thai origin that the scholars have already presented. In this article, the
author uses the theory Thais migrated from southern China as the main key since this theory is widely

accepted in this present day.
Keywords: Origin of Thais, Thai, Southern China, Culture
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