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Abstract

This paper discusses the role of translation and modernity in China
from the late 19" to early 20" century. This present study on translations
of Western texts by two prominent Chinese translators at the time—Yan
Fu and Lin Shu—reveals a complicated relationship between Chinese
local culture and foreign cultures as translation is a tool for China to
simultaneously adopt Western “modernity” and resist the domination of

Western “cultural hegemony”.

Keywords: 1. translation 2. modernity in China

3. late 19" - early 20" century 4. Yan Fu 5. Lin Shu
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