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The Thai government’s justice policy,
the change of government until 2023
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m Abstract

This research article aims to analyze
Thai governments’ policies concerning the
justice system from the transition from
absolute monarchy in 1932 up to 2023,
covering a total of 63 governments. Using
qualitative research methods, including
documentary research and content analysis,
data were gathered from government policy
statements issued between 1932 and
2023, retrieved from the National Assembly
Library of Thailand, Government House,
and the Legislative Institute of the
Secretariat of the House of Representatives.
The findings reveal that justice-related
policies can be categorized into two main
types. The first category consists of policies
directed toward specific agencies within

the justice system, such as the police,

the public prosecutor organization, the
judiciary, correctional institutions, and
probation services. Most policies targeted
the judiciary, with 37 governments focusing
on this agency, followed by 14 governments
focusing on the police, 9 on correctional
institutions, 4 on probation services, and 3
on the public prosecutor organization, out
of a total of 63 governments. The second
category consists of policies concerning
the justice system as a whole. Notably, Field
Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn’s government
was the first to use the term “justice
process” in a government policy statement.
The administration of Police Lieutenant
Colonel Thaksin Shinawatra was the first
to establish a policy on access to the justice
system. The government of General Prayut
Chan-o-cha emphasized convenient and
expedited access to justice for the poor and
the underprivileged, while the government of
Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has adopted
policies that focus on promoting efficient

access to the justice system for all citizens.
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W.A. 2481 (Office of the Secretariat of the
House of Representatives Academic Services
Section, 2001, p. 52)
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