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m Abstract

The investigating officers have the
authority to inspect locations that may
serve as evidence, take photographs, and
prepare crime-scene maps to clarify a case.
However, photographs alone cannot show
the distance or directions from which they
were taken, nor the relationships among
individual pieces of physical evidence at
the scene.

This study examines legal problems and
obstacles concerning the admissibility of
evidence obtained through the application
of unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVS) in police
investigations in Thailand and proposes
guidelines for their use to obtain admissible
evidence with probative value. A research
and development approach was employed.
Purposive sampling identified ten
participants: experts in drone technology;
legal professionals such as judges,
prosecutors, and law professors; and
officials responsible for investigation and
evidence collection, including investigating
officers of the Royal Thai Police, officers
of the Department of Special Investigation,
and forensic officers.

The findings indicate that investigators
at police stations should use drones to
obtain aerial images of crime scenes to
present an overall view and the relationships

among physical evidence items, alongside
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ground-level photography of the exhibits,
for inclusion in the investigation report.
Drones facilitate the preparation of crime
scene maps with greater ease, accuracy,
and credibility. When taken in compliance
with relevant laws, drone images of crime
scenes can be considered as admissible
physical evidence. If the images are
sufficiently clear to demonstrate facts
relevant to the case, they will possess
probative value.

Based on these findings, it is
recommended that the Royal Thai Police
should issue regulations governing the use
of UAV technology so that investigators
adopt standard procedures, thereby
enhancing professionalism, protecting
operational integrity, and strengthening

public trust and confidence.

Keyword: Investigating Officers, Unmanned
Aerial Vehicles, Drones, Admissible Evidence,

Probative Evidence.
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