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Abstract

This article aims to examine the relationship between terms of address
and the construction of Lao women’s identity in Thai musical discourse. The
article applies the framework of critical discourse analysis to the examination
of 88 songs, or texts. The analysis shows that the use of terms of address in
the songs constructs 3 identities in relation to Lao women, including (1) as
possessors of beauty, both inwardly and outwardly; (2) as women of value
or good fortune; (3) as conservators of the good culture, tradition, and
customs of the nation; and (4) as people displaced from their homes and
who have built careers in Thailand related to places of entertainment or the
restaurant industry. These identities relate to social and cultural practices
and are especially applicable to female beauty and Lao women’s labor in
Thailand.

keyword: Critical Discourse Analysis, Lao women, Identity, Thai song
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