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The Memory of Sacred Area with an Attificial
Tradition of the Community to Support the Religious
Tourism at Banmai-chaiyapoj District, Buriram Province,
The Case Study of Prang Ku Suan Taeng
and Ku Rusee.
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Abstract

This research aims to study the memory of sacred area with an
artificial tradition of the community to support the religious tourism at Prang
Ku Suan Taeng and Ku Rusee. This qualitative research collected data from
documents, observation, and In-depth interviews of 39 samplings as well as

presented them by description.
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The research found that the memory of sacred area is from stories
told by ancestor happen in Prang Ku Suan Taeng which has the belief that
it is a sacred area with holy or guarding gods and the community has rituals
for blessings or taking an oath to fulfill their objectives. For Ku Rusee,
people’s belief from generation to generation that this area has holy spirit
or guarding gods, moreover, they can inspire fortune and any person who
wishes to wish for happiness will achieve success. Furthermore, this area had
the 108 Holy Hermit Pools called “Barai”. The pool is a quadrilateral shaped
by the edge of the pool with laterite stones. In legend, there is a belief that
a naga lives to preserve the sacred pool. For the artificial tradition, the
obviousness is at Prang Ku Suan Taeng that is the Rocket Festival for forecast,
the Prang Ku Suan Taeng and the Rocket Festival, and the Prang Ku Suan
Taeng Traditional Festival. For Ku Rusee, the community has the Ku Rusee
Traditional Festival and the traditional festival of public holidays. For the
religious tourism, it arisen from the study of the memory of sacred area in
both places and for the artificial tradition found that the original tradition is
from the belief of the ancestor but the artificial tradition is from the
ideology of nowadays society which is invented the new tradition and apply
it to the modern age and it is acceptable for the society then become a part
of the previous tradition namely the light and sound show about the
history of Prang Ku Suan Taeng and the fairytale of Pha Daeng Nang Ai
together with the entertainment and performance to support the religious

tourism in the area of Prang Ku Suan Taeng and Ku Rusee.

Keyword: memory, sacred area, artificial tradition
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