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Abstract

The objective of this study is to analyze the practice of offering online
birthday wishes for HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn on the Occasion of
Her 64" Birthday Anniversary. Dell Hymes’ SPEAKING model was employed
to analyze 366 well-wishing messages for the Princess posted on MThai.com.
The situation (S) in this study referred to the Princess’s birthday, which was
April 2, 2019. The participants (P) in this study were the Princess who was

addressed to in these messages and the well-wishers who wrote the messages.
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The ends (E) of the well-wishers in this speech event were to express
their loyalty and gratitude towards the Princess by offering the birthday
wishes to the Princess. The act sequence (A) was forms and contents of the
messages which came in various themes: all wishes come true, health,
happiness, longevity, being a moral leader, satisfaction, and making promise
to be a good citizen. In terms of speech act, two types of speech act were
found: expressive and commissive. The key (K) in writing a message indicated
honor, loyalty, and good wishes towards the Princess and the royal family.
Instrumentality (I) or the channel of offering the birthday wishes to the
Princess was the website, MThai.com. Royal words were used as the language
code in these messages due to the status of the Princess. In terms of language
level, both formal and informal were found. The norm of interaction (N) was
the expected behavior in Thai society to offer best wishes to the royal
family on their birthday anniversary. Genre (G) was the forms and contents
of the messages used in offering birthday wishes to the Princess which has
been changed due to the change of the communication channel. The
findings reveal the loyalty of Thais towards not only the Princess but also
towards the King, reflect Buddhist belief in Thai culture, and also help

maintain the status quo of the royal family in Thai culture.

Keywords: expressive and commissive speech acts, online birthday

messages for royal family, SPEAKING model
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1. Introduction

Thailand had been ruled outright by kings of various realms since the
13" century, and became a constitutional monarchy in 1932 (Hays, 2009).
In Thai culture, the Thai King serves not only as the head of state but also
as the spiritual and moral leader of the country. The King is a symbol of
national identity and unity. The King is regarded by the Thai people as
god-like and semi-divine which is rooted from the beliefs that Kings are a
reincarnation of Lord Buddha or of God Vishnu who came down to ease
sufferings; and the protectors who took good care of their subjects and
practiced the 10 royal virtues. The god-like status of the Thai King is often
compared to fatherly love (Boonjub, 2009). The relationship between the
King and the Thai people can comparatively be a Father-child relationship.

In the current Chakri Dynasty, the members of the Thai royal family
comprise of the King, the Queen, the Queen Mother, and the King’s sisters
and Their children. The King and the member of the royal family are
deeply revered by all Thais and treated with the deepest respect due to the
great status of The King and the royal family’s passionate commitment to
the welfare of Thailand. The loyalty and high respect of Thai people towards
the King and the royal family practically realize through the use of honorific
language feature; i.e. royal words in Thai language.

Althousgh the relationship between the royal family and Thai people
lasts for a long time, there has been a conflict among Thais who still support
the royal family and those who do not since 2006 when the military coup
removed the democratically elected and immensely popular government
of Thaksin Shinawatra, and in 2008 when there was a gathering of the PAD
protesters who want to overthrow Thaksin’s government. It was believed
that the monarchy was behind the two incidences (Streckfuss, 2013).

Consequently, it is interesting to analyze the practice of offering online
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well-wishing messages of Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn,
who is perceived as the beloved Princess of the Thais, on the occasion of
Her 64" birthday anniversary on April 2", 2019.

The birthdays of the royal family are considered to be an auspicious
occasion in Thai culture. To celebrate the birthdays of the royal family,
a series of activities are organized by the government, e.g. merit making and
offering birthday wishes to the royal family (Bangkok Post, 2019). To offer
birthday wishes to the royal family, Thai people usually sign their names in
a book of well- wishing messages provided at sovernment and private sectors
across the country. Due to the change in the channel of offering best
wishes that the well-wishers can post their own messages online, it is interesting
to discover how the practice of offering birthday wishes has changed.

Since this is a preliminary study of the further study on best wishes
for Thai royal family, the present study focuses initially on the best wishes
for HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn, who is the sister of His Majesty the
King, on the occasion of Her 64" birthday anniversary on April 2", 2019.
The objective and the research question that guides this study are:

Objective

To analyze the practice of offering online birthday wishes for HRH
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn on the Occasion of Her 64" Birthday
Anniversary

Research

What are the components of the speech event of the practice

of offering birthday wishes online for the Princess?
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2. Methodology

The data of this study were well-wishing messages for HRH Princess
Maha Chakri Sirindhorn posted on the website, MThai.com (http:.//www.
mthai.com/mahachakrisirindhorn/) which is a website providing a variety of
information: news, feature articles, and general knowledge and is the first
website that offers a channel for posting well-wishing messages for the
royal family on the occasion of their birthday (Sroikudrua, 2016).

Since the focus of this study is on the best wishes for HRH Princess
Maha Chakri Sirindhorn’s 64" birthday anniversary on April 2™, 2019, the
population of this study was 3665 messages posted both in Thai and in
English on the website, 10% of these messages was purposively selected to
be the sample of this study, which accounted for 366 messages.

For the analytical framework, Dell Hymes’ SPEAKING model was
employed. SPEAKING model is one approach in the field of ethnography of
communication which is proposed by Dell Hymes in order to examine the
interaction between linguistic forms, utterances, or conversational routines
and the existing socio-cultural practices (Hymes, 1972; Saville-Troike, 2003).
This model is an appropriate framework for this study since it matches the
objective and research question of the study in examining each component
of the speech event of the practice of offering birthday wishes online for the
Princess.

The data analysis procedures began with analyzing the well-wising
messages based on the 8 elements of the SPEAKING model. Those elements
are Situation (S) refers to both setting and scene; Participants (P) include
the speaker (or sender or addressor) and hearer (or receiver, addressee or
audience); Ends (E) encompass a society’s expected outcome of a speech
event as well as the goals of participants within that even; Act Sequence

(A) refers to the relationship between message form and content; Key (K)
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is used to refer to the tone, manner or spirit in which an act is done;
Instrumentality (I) refers to the channel and/or code that have been
selected within a context; Norms of interaction (N) refer to the expected
rules of behaviors in a community; and Genres (G) refer to textual categories
that have their own internal structure which accord with different social goals
(Hymes, 1972; McCarthy, Matthiessen, & Slade, 2002).

After that, the findings were discussed based on the socio-cultural
contexts in Thai culture concerning the practices of offering best wishes to
the royal family in Thai culture and the relationship between the royal

family and Thai people.

3. Findings and Discussion

Speech event in which language occurs is the unit of analysis in
SPEAKING model. In this study, speech event refers to the practice of
offering online birthday wishes for Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri
Sirindhorn on Her 64" birthday anniversary, in which the well-wishers posted
their well-wishing messages on the website, MThai.com. This section presents
the analysis of these messages based on each component of the SPEAKING
model that includes: (a) situation, (b) participants, (c) ends, (d) act sequence,
(e) key, (f) instrumentality, (¢) the norms of interaction, and (h) genres.

3.1 Situation (S)

Situation refers to both setting and scene. Setting refers to the
physical circumstances of the speech acts, including the time and the place.
Scene is distinct from physical setting, referring more to the psychological
setting (Hymes, 1972; McCarthy et al., 2002).

The situation in this study refers to Her Royal Highness Princess
Maha Chakri Sirindhormn’s 64" birthday anniversary on April 2™, 2019. Basically,
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the well-wishers can offer their felicitation to the Princess by signing a book
of well-wishes available at government and private sectors nationwide.

In a current digital era, the Internet plays a significant role in daily
life. Websites, then, are another effective channel for expressing best wishes
for the Princess. This study, therefore, put an emphasis on the well-wishing
messages posted on the website, MThai.com. Due to the nature of online
communication which is anywhere anytime, the well-wisher can either post
their messages before or after Her virtual birthday April 2", 2019. Even at
present the website still provides the channel for the well-wishers to post
their well-wishing messages. Each well-wisher can see other’s messages, and
all 3665 messages are still currently available on the website (Figure 1).

To some extent, reading the messages of others on the website
can activate the Thais to share their own feelings and attitude. Moreover,
the website MThai.com is a shared space for the well-wishing contributors
to participate in the 64" birthday celebration, regardless who they are. The
situation for expressing well-wishing to the Princess, thus, expands beyond
the official forms of conduct. It becomes public and even worldwide.
The website provides the well-wishing space beyond the nation state
frontier. A wide variety of people can take part in this speech event as will

be explicated in details in the next section, Participants (P).
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Figure 1 MThai.com, a website for posting the online birthday wishes for the
Princess (https://mthai.com/mahachakrisirindhorn/?p=46&fbclid=
IWAR3VxfBJ1sSWUFZVAYbIXSIffdnFLgsWifiqyjpj5nTidNhggnrnefudEl)
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3.2 Participants (P)

Participants include the speaker (or sender or addressor) and
hearer (or receiver, addressee or audience). This also includes a focus on the
role of the participants and how role may influence language (Hymes, 1972,
McCarthy et al., 2002). The participants in this study are Her Royal Highness
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn who was addressed to in these messages
and the Thai subjects who play a well-wisher’s role.

Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn was born on
April 2™, 1955, She is the third child of HM the late King Bhumibol Adulyadej
and HM Queen Sirikit, and the young sister of HM King Maha Vajiralongkorn
Prawachiraklaochaoyuhua in the Chakri Dynasty (Her Royal Highness Princess
Maha Chakri Sirindhorn’s Personal Affairs Division, 2019). Furthermore, the
Princess plays a significant role in the Chakri Dynasty as a powerful King’s
daughter, who was appointed by the late King as a prospect king of the Chakri
at the same time as Her elder brother, the current King Rama X.

Her Royal Highness is deeply loved by the Thai people for her
kindness, sincerity, simplicity, and concern for others. Many of Her activities
have been devoted to improve Thai people’s quality of life. The Thai
people, therefore, have acknowledged Her longstanding efforts and Her
unselfish service to humanity, regardless of socio-economic status, creed,
race or nationality. Her dedication has not only been known among Thais,
but also people from other countries (Foreign Office, 2015; Her Royal Highness
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn’s Personal Affairs Division, 2019).

In the past, the well-wishers may be limited to a small group of
people such as the Prime Minister, minister cabinet, civil servants or private
sectors and conducted in a formal setting. People in general have less
opportunity to offer their best wishes to the Princess. On the other hand,
with online channels, more ordinary people can access to the website which

expands the number of well-wishers to cover from many walks of life
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including Thai people living in Thailand, Thai people living abroad, and even
foreigners.

Due to the identity of the Princess, Her attributes, Her hard-working
contributor to the Thai society, the loyalty and high respect to the royal
family, and the nature of online media, more ordinary Thais would like to
take part in the well- wishing practice toward the Princess. This also confirms
the numerous amounts of well-wishing messages (3665).

3.3 Ends (E)

Ends encompass a society’s expected outcome of a speech event
as well as the goals of participants within that even (Hymes, 1972; McCarthy
et al,, 2002).

The ends or the purposes of the well-wishers in this speech event
is to express their loyalty and gratitude towards the Princess by offering the
birthday wishes to Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn. Their
expected outcome is that the Princess becomes happy, healthy, long living,
and satisfied.

Normally, the event of offering the birthday wishes is officially
organized by the government and participated by Thai civil servants. This
well-wishing practice on the MThai.com website, however, may somehow
interrelate, compliment, or stimulate sense of belonging to the royal family
and the state unity. Therefore, the “Ends” of this social action can also be
interpreted as to mark the importance of each royal family member which
can help maintain the status quo of the monarchy in Thai society.

3.4 Act Sequence (A)

Act sequence overlaps with the notion of speech act and illocution,
by referring to the relationship between message form and content (Hymes,
1972; McCarthy et al.,, 2002). The well-wishing messages are presented in
terms of the form or structure, themes or content, and types of speech

acts.
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The forms and structure of the majority of the well-wishing
messages begin with the phrase “Qo/raN5E9A” (Wish/Wish Her Royal
Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn), then follow by the theme or the
content of the wishes, and end with the phrase “fMeLnaIAIBNIERLDUTBLAYE
(the Thai royal phrase used to close the statement that is spoken to the
royal family) (Prasithrathsint, 2005). However, some messages end with the
adverb of time such as “mamsaqﬁmawwLﬂwuﬁﬂsw?jﬁumumaaﬂﬂ” (Wish
Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn a happy birthday
forever.) There are also some of the messages that do not have this form.
They begin with the theme the wishes and end with the phrase “sreLnan
feunsznlanvalaTy” (the Thairoyal phrase used to close the statement that
is spoken to the royal family).

For the themes or contents of the messages, seven themes were

found as shown in Tablel.

Table 1 The number and themes of well-wishing messages

No. Themes of well-wishing messages Number (%)
1. | all best wishes come true 340 (72.65 %)
2. | health 40 (8.55 %)
3. | happiness 34 (7.26 %)
4. | longevity 32 (6.84 %)
5. | being a moral leader 17 (3.63 %)
6. | satisfaction 4 (0.85%)
7. | making promise to be a good citizen 1 (0.21%)

Total 468 (100%)

N.B. Due to the fact that one message can contain more than one theme, the total
number of all seven themes exceeds 366. The percentage for each theme is calculated
from the total number of 468 messages.
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According to Table 1, among 366 messages, 340 (72.65%) is the
wishes for all best things; 40 (8.55%) are wishes for good health; happiness
wishes appear in 34 messages (7.26%); 32 are about longevity (6.84%); the
wishes for the Princess to be a moral leader are founded in 17 messages
(3.63%), 4 messages are about satisfaction (0.85%), and 1 message is about
the promise of the well-wisher to be a good Thai citizen (0.21%).

These findings are different from the studies of Pookphasuk (2004)
and Sroikudrua and Wongpinanwatana (2017) who analyzed the birthday
wishes of the ordinary Thais. In those studies, the most common theme of
the birthday wishes of the Thai commoner is happiness. Two other themes
are the same: satisfaction and health. Nevertheless, there are other themes
found in the birthday wishes of the ordinary Thais, which were not found in
this study: wealth, prosperity, success, longevity, luck, promotion, honor,
free of worry, fame, having a good spouse, being good-looking, and having
a nice personality (Pookphasuk, 2004; Sroikudrua & Wongpinanwatana, 2017).

The details and examples of each theme found in this study are as
follows.

1. AWl best wishes come true

It is not surprising that the most frequently occurring theme is
about the wish for all best things to come true. The forms used to convey
this in meaning are shown in examples (1) and (2).

eg. (1) vowszodA (Wish HRH Princess) + nssnszlasey (all the

best come true) + BsBuuY (for a long time)

(2) NTINTLLAIY NTINTELATGY NIINTLLAIQY (Long Live HRH
Princess Long Live HRH Princess Long Live HRH Princess,
written 3 times similar to when offering the best wishes

verbally)
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It should be noted that the phrase “n$a$£L338y” in Thai language
is usually translated as “Long Live (the King/Queen/Princess)” in English, but
the meaning of this phrase in Thai covers a wider range of meanings, not
only long life. It encompasses all good wishes such such as honour, respect,
fame, health, and satisfaction (Naksakun, 2015). Consequently, the well-
wishing messages that is specifically related to long life is presented
separately as the fourth theme.

2. Health
The second theme is the wish for good health as in examples (3)-(6).
e.g. (3) weWs¥asA (Wish HRH Princess) + 15n18/wauniie (body) +
wlausy/auysal (strong/healthy) + aaealy (forever)
(@) weansEeIA (Wish HRH Princess) + Usiannlsnsie (iliness free)
(5) vewszeA (Wish HRH Princess) + weannsiauiae (recover
from the sickness)
(6) wal¥ (Wish HRH Princess) + n531ud9 (strong)
3. Happiness

The third theme of the birthday wishes is related to happiness as
in example (7). This result, however, is surprising that happiness is expected
to come first as it is the common theme in birthday wishes. Example (7)
reflects not only the feeling of the best wishes toward the Princess but also
reflect the belief system in Thai culture, the Buddhist belief of reincarnation
and next life (Kozak, 2017).

eg. (7) VONTLOIA (Wish HRH Princess) + 93 Wsginwudnsay/quinuy

d13n9y/ fiauay (happy) + saeall (forever) /M (every
minute) ATuilng (always) /Mnannud (every life, which is
based on the Buddhist belief of next life)
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4. Longevity
Longevity is the fourth theme. The messages that contain the word
referring to age are categorized in this theme as in examples (8)-(9).
e.g. (8) vaNszaIA (Wish HRH Princess) + Wszyuag (age) + BeBuunu
naonly (forever)
(9) vaNTZoIA (Wish HRH Princess) + Lﬁiywwwuﬁ%a’?aé (age)
+ W¥ounnusens (all other wishes)
5. Being a moral leader
For the fourth theme of the well-wishing messages, the well-wishers
wish the Princess to live and be their moral leader for a long time as in
examples (10)-(12).
eg. (10 agﬂiLﬂuﬁaﬁui’zymﬂwa/ﬁummﬁw (live as a moral leader of
all Thais+ A3IUWIMYINTUIW/TITIUAS/ATIVLIWYITIUIY
(forever/ for a long time)
(11) aamLﬂuﬁqﬁm;uaq"tmﬁuumﬂm (stay as a moral leader of
all Thais) + as1uilafisuns (forever)
(12) JuvTguagiaslaveswaniingsilne (be a moral leader
who give moral support for all Thais)

This theme indicates that the well-wishers have a great love and
respect toward the Princess, accept the high status of the Princess, and also
believe that the Princess can be their moral leader who give them moral
support which can signify that the well-wishers still want to have the
monarchy in Thai culture. This helps perpetuate the system of monarchy in
Thai culture.

6. Satisfaction

The sixth theme is about satisfaction. The well-wishers wish HRH

Princess are satisfied with everything and all her wishes come true.
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eq. (13) %8 (Wish) + ynAsasdunvifmszsngieusisou (all Her
wishes come true)

7. Making promise to be a good citizen

The last theme is not a direct wish for the Princess, but is the
promise that the well-wishers make to the King and to the Princess that they
will be a good citizen who do good deeds for themselves, their family, and
their homeland, which means Thailand.

eg. (18) PmsznnsiduarAsounsl (I and my family) + vea1ednd

Ufaausiensyasruasnszunessduszmelve (make a promise
to HRH Princess and to HM King+ ziunufvoinsaunsiuas
AuLBILaERUWRvIAMABLHUAWAR (that | will be a good
person for my family, for myself, and my country; and I will
do good deeds for the homeland)

This theme also signifies that the well-wishers accept the great status
of the royal family and their lower status that they will behave themselves
and do good deeds for the benefits of the country, which help maintain the
system of monarchy in Thai culture.

In terms of speech act, two types of speech act were found: expressive
and commissive. Expressive or the act in which the speaker makes known
his or her attitudes or feelings about a proposition to the hearer refer to
Themes 1-6: all best wishes come true, health, happiness, longevity, being
a moral leader, and satisfaction. Theme 7, promise to be a good citizen,
is commissive or the act that commit the speaker to future act.

From the aforementioned act sequence, it can be clearly seen that
the forms or structure of the online well-wishing could be less formal, as
the required royal expression might not be necessarily maintained. As
a birthday is an occasion of life or being celebration, the themes with

higher percentage highly concern good wishes to come true, followed by
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health, happiness, longevity, and satisfaction. One of the other two themes
that were not found in the birthday wishes of ordinary people is being the
moral leader. This theme, thus, explains Her positive attribute and indicates
the leading figure of Her can shade light on how the Thai well-wishers expect
from the Princess. Additionally, while the frequency and quantity of
expressive speech act is prevailing, the last commissive speech act should
not be overlooked or to be considered according to frequency or quantity.
This speech act emphasizes the role and relationship between the Princess
and Her Thai subjects. Since, the direct receivers of in this speech event are
not necessarily the Princess Herself, but ordinary Thai people, this
commissive speech act can indicate the ideology of the people who
performed it, e.g. being a royalist.
3.5 Key (K)

Key is used to refer to the tone, manner or spirit in which an act
is done (Hymes, 1972; McCarthy, et al,, 2002). The tone used in these
messages indicated honor, loyalty, and good wishes towards the Princess
and the royal family due to the deepest respect of the Thais to the royal
family as in Examples (15)-(16). Since in the past, the King and the member
of the royal family are deeply revered by all Thais and treated with the
deepest respect due to the higher status of The King and the royal family’s
passionate commitment to the welfare of Thailand.

e.g. (15) vaNTzaIA (Wish HRH Princess) + NSINTzLABUaNIqY

(happy) + Wsgwansioudauss (healthy) + nsafundeudai
dosaninemslavsvurnilng (being a moral leader for the Thai
subjects) + papnn1auUnesy (forever) + wawuﬂmq?jﬂﬁumu
(longevity)

(16) dmsgywsian () deudrinluwszumingansaueganiign
fle (am deeply grateful) vatipulnd11 0NBNITNITLIAA
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(I would like to offer my felicitations) ¥enWszaA (Wish HRH
Princess) + N34N52L338y (Long Live the King) + n3anwudsgy
maonania (happy) + naenald (forever) + MBLNAIRIENTEWIDY
VBLATE (the Thai royal phrase used to close the statement
that is spoken to the royal family). (TWLAITANIZVININAL)
(I love the Princess so much.)

3.6 Instrumentality (1)

Instrumentality refers to the channel (e.g. email, oral, written) and/
or code (e.g. language, dialect, register) that have been selected
within a context (Hymes, 1972; McCarthy et al., 2002). Instrumentality or the
channel of offering the birthday wishes to the Princess is the website,
http://www.mthai.com/mahachakrisirindhorn.

The codes used is honorific language feature or royal words.
Royal words are a set of special polite vocabulary that Thai commoners are
supposed to use when talking to or about the royal family (Hays, 2009).
According to Bowe, Martin, and Manns (2014), cultural conventions and the
communicative context can influence how speakers use and interpret
linguistic signs. The use of royal words and formal language in the messages,
then, reflects the social class system and the unequal relationship among
each class in Thai society.

Owing to the status of the Princess which is deeply revered by
most Thais, the well-wishers who are the commoners and of lower status
have to use the royal words, a special polite set of vocabulary in Thai
language used only when talking to or about the royal family. For example,
the pronoun “wsze9A” which can be the 2™ or the 3™ personal pronoun
refers to the King, the Queen, and the member of the royal family was used.
According to Agha (1998) and Bowe, Martin, & Manns (2014), pronoun can

signify social identity and the relationship between speaker and hearer.
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In this study, using royal words can reflect the unequal status between the
Princess and the well-wishers.

For the language levels, three levels, informal, semi-formal, and
formal were found, which was consistent with Prasithrathsint (2005) who
explicated that three levels of language were used in offering well-wishing
messages to the King and the royal family.

In terms of kinds of language, the majority of the messages were
written in Thai, and there is one that is written in English which is “Prosperity
to the King”. This English message indicates that the birthday wish for the
Princess can reflect not only the feeling of the well-wishers toward Her but
also toward the King.

3.7 Norms of interaction (N)

Norms refer to the unspoken rules that govern behavior and
interpretation of behavior in a talking. In other words, these are the expected
rules of behaviors in a community (Hymes, 1972, McCarthy, et al., 2002).
The norm of interaction in this study is that it is an expected behavior in
Thai society to offer best wishes to the royal family on their birthday
anniversary.

The birthdays of the royal family are considered to be an auspicious
occasion in Thai culture. To celebrate the birthdays of the royal family, a
series of activities are organized by the government. On the morning of the
birthdays, merit making ceremonies were held. Prime Minister, cabinet
ministers, government officials, including Thai people nationwide take part
in alms giving ceremony for Buddhist monks in dedication to the royal
family (Bangkok Post, 2019). Generally, the number of monks depends on
the year of the birthday celebration. For instance, on April 2, 2019 which
marks the 64th birthday anniversary of HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn,

64 monks participated in the alms giving ceremony. Releasing fish back into
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their natural habitat is also done in many places (Her Royal Highness Princess
Maha Chakri Sirindhorn’s Personal Affairs Division, 2019). In the evening of
the birthdays of the King, the Queen, and the Queen Mother, a
candle-lighting ceremony is held at Sanam Luang to offer felicitations. A grand
reception in honor of the King, the Queen, and the Queen Mother is also
held at Government House (Bangkok Post, 2019).

The government has invited individuals, associations,
foundations, and organizations to offer messages of well-wishes to the
royal family via various channels. The Prime Minister, cabinet ministers,
civil servants, private sectors, and organizations would visit the Grand Palace
to offer their well-wishes to the royal family in person. They sign a book to
express their best wishes to the royal family at the palace. For the
government officials and Thai people nationwide, they can sign their names
in a book of well- wishing messages provided at government and private
sectors across the country.

At present, the paper-based method for expressing well-
wishes is by no means a main channel for expressing best wishes for the
royal family. Websites are another active channel by which a significant
number of Thai people from many walks of life can access these websites
resulting in the royal family becomes more reachable to a wider group of
Thai people. In some websites, the well-wishers only write their names as
in the book of best wishes. In other websites, the well-wishers can write their
own best wishes. This changes the traditional norm of offering birthday
wishes to the royal family from the official and formal realm taking place in
a formal setting with a formal use of language to a more relaxing and

personal realm as realized through the flexibility of the language use.
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3.8 Genres (G)

Genres refer to textual categories that have their own internal
structure which accord with different social goals (Hymes, 1972; McCarthy
et al,, 2002). Genre or text type in this study is the aforementioned forms
and contents of the messages used in offering birthday wishes to Her Royal
Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn.

The well-wishing discourse is no longer limited to be produced
only by the leading figures of the country--prime minister, cabinet, recognized
civil servants, in formal occasions, but it is now extended to the ordinary
people. The genre itself is the same well-wishing to a royal family member,
but the shape of genre is changing according to the channel of sending

message as well as the participants of the well-wishing genre.

4. Conclusion

The practice of offering best wishes to the royal family has long been
conducted in Thai culture, but a current online channel, i.e., website can
expand the number of well-wishers from many walks of life including Thai
people living in Thailand, Thai people living abroad, and even foreigners.
The social practice of well-wishing to the princess realized through the M-thai
website has shade light on different notions. The SPEAKING model facilitates
to explicate some celebrating notions towards life and well-being that
center around well-wishes to come true, health, happiness, longevity, and
satisfaction (themes 1, 2, 3, 4, and 6). Those conceptual expressions reaffirm
the loyalty of Thais towards the royal family. Also, their well-wishing
messages hint their expectation to have a moral leader (theme 5) as well as
commit themselves to be royalist subjects and good citizen (theme 7) which
helps maintain the superior status of the royal family. The findings of this

study disclose the changes in the practice of offering birthday wishes in terms
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of language feature, shape of genre, and patterns of communication, which

reflect Thai culture and ways of life of Thai people in this digital era.

5. References

Bangkok Post. (2019, August 8). Country celebrates King’s birthday. Bangkok
Post. Retrieved from https.//www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1720031/
country-celebrates- kings-birthday

Boonjub, W. (2009). The Study of Thai Traditional Architecture as a Resource
for Contemporary Building Design in Thailand (Doctoral Dissertation).
Silpakorn University, Bangkok.

Bowe, H., Martin, K., & Manns, H. (2014). Communication Across Cultures:
Mutual understanding in a global world. Port Melbourne: Cambridge
University Press.

Foreign Office, The Government Public Relations Department, Office of the
Prime Minister. (2015). Beginning of the Celebrations of HRH Princess
Maha Chakri Sirindhorn’s 60" Birthday. Retrieved from https://thailand.
prd.co.th/ewt news.php?nid=130&filename=index

Hays, J. (2009). Thai Monarchy, King, Customs, Constitution, Symbols and
Ceremonies. Facts and Details. Retrieved from http://factsanddetails.
com/southeast-asia/Thailand/sub5_8b/entry-3204.html)

Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn’s Personal Affairs Division.
(2019). Biography. Retrieved from http://sirindhorn.net/hrh_new/index 0.
php

Hymes, D. (1972). Models of the interaction of language in social life.
In Gumperz, J. & Hymes, D. (Eds.), The Ethnography of Communication
(pp. 35-71). New York: Holt, Rinehart & Winston.

Hymes, D. (1974). Foundations of Sociolinguistic: An Ethnographic Approach.

Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press.

21SASUNUNNE UMNSNENasuoUInU anuygemansiaaonumans 11 (1) : unsiAy - Ieu 2564



Q4 KKU International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences

Kozak, A. (2017). Buddhism 101. Avon: Adams Media.

McCarthy, M., Matthiessen, M., & Slade, D. (2002). Discourse Analysis.
In Schmitt, N. (Ed.), An Introduction to Applied Linguistics (2™ ed., pp.
55-73). London: Arnold.

Naksakun, K. (2015). The meaning of “Songpracharoen”. Office of the Royal
Society. Retrieved from http://www.royin.go.th/

Pookphasuk, P. (2004). A Variety of Well-Wishing Messages for Birthday.
Journal of Thai Language and Literature 21, 86-96.

Prasithrathsint, A. (2005). Language in Thai Society (4" ed.). Bangkok:
Chulalongkorn University Press.

Saville-Troike, M. (2003). The Ethnography of Communication. Oxford: Basil
Blackwell.

Sroikudrua, T. (2016), Wishing Messages for His Majesty King Bhumibol
Adulyadej: Language and Reflection of Thai Society. Humanities and
Social Sciences, Khon Kaen Unversity, 33 (2), 57-66.

Sroikudrua, T., & Wongpinanwatana, W. (2017). Construction of “Happiness”
in Programmed Birthday Wishes: A Study in Accordance with Critical
Discourse Analysis. Proceedings from The 2017 Seoul International
Conference on Social Sciences and Management-SICSSAM. South Korea.

Streckfuss, D. (2013). The Future of the Monarchy in Thailand. Kyoto Review
of Southeast Asia, 13. Retrieved from https://kyotoreview.org/issue-13/

the-future-of-the-monarchy-in-thailand/

KKUJ 11 (1) : January - April 2021



