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Abstract

This article aims to examine the subject matter and writing techniques
of the book Naree Rueang Nam, an anthology of didactic literature for
women following the advance of Western influence in Thailand. The study
found the subject matter of this anthology to be focusing on encouraging
women to recognize the importance of strive for knowledge, bravery and
sacrifice for the benefits of the nation. This theme was congruent with the
Thai social contexts during that period and with King Rama VI’s aspiration
for the promotion of national development and progress. As for the writing
techniques, Naree Rueang Nam used the biographies of 14 celebrated
women in Thai history, Western history and literary works to glorify their
heroic roles and accomplishments. The women in this anthology can be
divided into three groups: 1) women who were mentioned in the Thai royal
chronicles; 2) women who were illustrious war heroines of the Allies; and
3) women who are famous female characters in literature. These women
were selected for their outstanding life achievements which were closely
related to the control of knowledge by central administration of the Thai
royal court, political ideologies of the elite and the Thai social contexts during
the reign of King Rama VI. Naree Rueang Nam distinctively reflects the ex-
pectations of the Thai society on the roles and duties of women at the time

following the advance of Western influence in Thailand.

Keywords: Naree Rueang Nam, Didactic literature for women, the reign of
King Rama VI.
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