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Abstract

Skilled workers are considered a part of the migration phenomenon
of Thai-Melayu workers migrating from Thailand’s southernmost provinces
to Malaysia. This study seeks to explore and understand the migration
phenomenon of Thai-Melayu skilled workers from Thailand’s southernmost
provinces to. Malaysia, using qualitative method of research by in-depth
interviews of 31 key informants. It aims to examine the correlations in terms
of economic aspect between the migration of Thai-Melayu skilled workers
and Thailand’s southernmost region. The result showed that the migration
of Thai-Melayu skilled workers from Thailand’s southernmost provinces to
Malaysia was correlatively connected with the economic outcomes of the
sounthermost region in three forms i.e. financial support for family; business
investments; and zakat funding for local community in the southernmost
provinces. It thus can be said that the migration of Thai-Melayu skilled
workers to Malaysia somehow did not deem as a loss of human resource
for Thailand’s southernmost region, rather it deemed as a contributed factor
in connecting economic relations among three significant parties i.e.
the immigrants, Thailand’s southernmost provinces as the place of origin,

and Malaysia as the place of destination.

Keywords: economic outcomes, Thai-Melayu workers, skilled migration,

Malaysia, Thailand’s southernmost provinces
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