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Design and Construction Concept of monks’ dwelling units
of Wat Tharathip, Mae Tang Distric, Chiang Mai Province

Vichead Suvisit
Kwanchai Roachanakanan
Pibul Jinawath

Faculty of Architecture, Silpakorn University

Abstract

Tharathip temple was given permission to become a temple in 2008. According to local
people, this temple has been in existence since 1979. At that time, a monk came to perform Bud-
dhist practices with an intention to set up a temple for the community in this area which is known
for the location of a sacred fountain. Years later, Her Royal Highness Princess Siribhachudhabhorn
wished to build dwellings for the monks residing at the temple and so.

The design of the monks’ dwelling units and a multipurpose hall, based on the Dhamma
philosophy of existence. The principle of the philosophy focuses on “sufficiency”, which was used
as the design concept for the project. The characters of the buildings were designed to correspond
with the local architectural style and Dhamma teachings, while the shapes and size of the buildings
are moderately adequate for use and simple to construct. There are no decorations, and only basic
accessories are provided.

As a result, the monks’ dwelling units and the multipurpose hall can facilitate use for both
monks and local Buddhists in the area. In addition, the temple also represents a spiritual center for

the people and the benefactors.

Key words: Monk’s dwelling unit | Buddhism | Sufficiency
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