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Urbanization’s Influence on the Development of Pa Hiao Cultural Public

Areas in the Municipality of Chiang Mai
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Abstract

This research aims to study the urban expansion affecting the development
of Pa Hiao into cultural public areas within the municipality of Chiang Mai. This quali-
tative research gathered data through field surveys of 10 Pa Hiao areas within the
Chiang Mai municipality and conducted in-depth interviews with stakeholders, such
as ritual practitioners, village leaders, and municipal representatives. The objective
was to analyze the impact of urban expansion on changing land use patterns in Pa
Hiao areas and to synthesize the transformation of Pa Hiao into culturally beneficial
public areas.

The research findings reveal that all 10 Pa Hiao areas are still used for tradi-
tional funeral ceremonies, but in some cases, less than 40% of the area is allocated
for these ceremonies. This reduction is due to changes in land use driven by the city’s
growth and urban development plans. These ten Pa Hiao areas have transformed
into six functions: 1) areas for ritual ceremonies, 2) government administrative use,
3) community activity areas, 4) sports and recreational areas, 5) green areas, and 6)
areas for other activities. These transformations are a result of the city’s expansion,
which has influenced the development of Pa Hiao into culturally beneficial areas
that contribute to creating a better environment, improving the quality of life, and
establishing enduring cultural public areas that reflect the values and identity of the

Chiang Mai municipality.

Keywords: Urban Expansion, Area Transformation, Pa Hiao
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