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The Adaptation of “"Paam Fohn Pi":
stage of Rituals and Beliefs in contemporary context
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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to show the adaptation of “Paam Fohn Pi”, the
specific architecture (marquee) which related to Ancestor Trance Dance in Northern
Thailand, as the stage of Rituals and Beliefs which has value of appearance, functional
space, architecture’s elements and aesthetics. Kinds of Ancestor Trance Dance’s mar-
quees are Paam Fohn Pi-Mod, Pi-meng, Pi-Mengnaamha, Pi-Modsornmeng, Pi-Arrak
and Pi-Chaonai can still being found at present, but they have been reduced role
from folk society because of social, economic and scientific perspective factors.

The research revealed that “Paam Fohn Pi” has various forms which have
been adapting along the time. In contemporary context, not only traditional styles of
marquee are found, but also the contemporary styles which are affected from Capital-
ism such as “Tent”, “Permanent Marquee” and “Renewable Materials Marquee” are
increasingly found. Meanwhile, Neoliberalism has encouraged ethnic consciousness
of folk society to restore Paam Fohn Pi’s traditional style as a symbolic of Ancestor
Trance Dance’s identity, which has value and aesthetics of folk wisdom. Moreover,
it has been adapted to support the variety of Ancestor Trance Dance “Pi-Mod”, “Pi-
Meng” and “Pi-Chaonai” in one marquee. All of these adaptations show that, not only
existence of “Paam Fohn Pi” depend on Ancestor Trance Dance’s appreciation, but
also depend on realization of specific architecture’s value and relationship between

materials and social context, from people in this culture.

Key Word: Paam Fohn Pi / Specific Architecture / Culture / Beliefs
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