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The village and Vernacular House of the Tai Phuan

Ban Klang, Amphor Chiangkan, Loei Province

Songyot Weerataweemat, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor, Faculty of Architecture, Khonkaen University

Abstract

This article investigates the adaptation and change of the vernacular house
of the Tai Phaun at Ban Klang village, Amphor Chiangkan, Loe Province, according to
social, economic and related factors. The Phaun of Ban Klang were those migrated
from Laung Phrabang, Lao PDR since the invasion of the Hao during the late 18"
century. They settled at the west bank of Loe River, 4 kilometers south of the
Mekhong. A tamarind tree was assumed to be a sacred center of the village. The
initial pattern of their house was similar to the old Laung Phrabang “Hean Sia” house
(Verandah house) style. Almost of its structure was built of bamboo with thatch
roof. After the decade of 1937 new materials and house style were introduced to
the village by villager house builders, who had some experiences as employee in
the construction projects in Cheangkan and Loe Cities. A hip roof with cement tile
of timber house was adopted to replace the original Hean Sia house. The L-shaped
and U-shaped roof plans were the prominent form of the houses. However, the
traditional arrangement of the house plan was still preserved. The verandah (Sia) was
shorten while folding door usually was the main entrance door. Another style of the
house was that influenced by the shop or row house. Its verandah with folding door
was put adjacent to thoroughfare. After the arrival of the railway and transportation
improvement in northeast Thailand, galvanized metal sheet was the new material
that affected the proportion of the house. The ground floor space was made higher
and soon later the space was enclosed for living function. After the bridge across the
Loe River at Ban Klang was completed in 1994, transportation was made much more
easier than before. One story reinforced concrete structure house has been gradually

popular. A lot of older style houses have been demolished.

Key Word: Tai Phaun / Vernacular House / Village
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