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Significance and meaning in auspicious patterns of

old Shophouses in 4 Provinces along the Mekong River

Warunee Wang, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor, Faculty of Architecture, Khonkaen University

Abstract

The use of art in architecture aims of survival, well-being of their families is
the definition of the auspicious pattern in Chinese construction culture. In shophouses
of oversea Chinese were in general used as commercial purposes in the ground floor
and for residence in the upper floor. This character also appeared in the trading area
along the Mekong River, in the northeast of Thailand during its heyday around half a
century ago. Although such pattern sometimes appears to be simple and sometimes
unrefined, hower the root meaning of the pattern itself still reflects the expectation
of a prosperous and smooth life. Therefore the meaning and significance in a modern
context should not only focus on the refinements of the pattern, but the value of
inherited beliefs and culture of oversea Chinese that has been continuing for many
generations in a different context from their homeland, as well as an important part of
the local history. The process of conveying meaning and significance of such patterns
to related people should be an important device to demonstrate the building’s value.
This will lead to the efforts for conservation and preservation of the buildings, along

with the development of communities” local heritage.

Keywords: Auspicious patterns / Oversea Chinese architecture / Shophouse / Semiotics
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