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Salt and History of Isan Settlement

Amrit Muadthong
Lecturer, Faculty of Architecture, Urban Design and Creative Arts,
Mahasarakham University

Abstract

The Northeast of Thailand or Isan used to be flooded by sea, then evolved
and turned into layers of salt. Such areas have become the basin of Sakon Nakhon
and Korat, where salt is generally found, along with types of mineral and forests.
In addition, according to historical and archaeological evidences, there used to be
the settlement which was salt-based. As a result, this study was aimed to prepare
the review of the importance and relationship of salt and communities, especially
for historical aspects and field works. Plans and perspective illustrators were also
prepared.

It was found that salt brought about people and settlement, leading to
pottery and trading of people in pre-historic time, such as Bor Pan Khan of Nam Siao
in Roi-Et Province, Nong Harn in Sakon Nakhon Province, and Bor Kra Tin of Khon Kaen
Province. Then people moved and brought new culture to the areas. During Lan Xang
period, there were tales and folklores related to salt, such as the legend of Bor Hua
Had in Bung Kaan Province, Pha Dang Nang Ai, Bodhisattva, and Jaa An and Nang San
Ti in the area of Toong Kula field in the area of Nam Siao Basin.

The production of salt is generally found in the area along the ponds, rivers,
and streams, with the holy thing in such areas for people to pay respect. There were
two ways for salt production: 1) to scratch the soil then extract the soil and boil it;
and 2) to boil underground water. Both ways depend on the weather, i.e. it is proper
to produce soil during dry season. It can be said that salt is an essential supply for
living as it finally leads to settlement which can be the trace of history.

At present, there are not many communities whose members produce salt.
The examples are Bor Kra tin in Khon Kaen Province and Bor Hua Had in Bung Kaan
Province, which becomes the center for learning and community-based tourism. This
brings them not only money, but also sense of belonging to the community which

should be preserved.

Key words: settlement / salt / E-San / Northeast of Thailand
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