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Traditional beliefs: the major influence on the
preservation of the traditional ethnic groups’ houses:
the Lahu ethnic group, Doi Muser, Tak province

Watcharin Jinwuth, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor, Faculty of Architecture, Naresuan University

Abstract

There are various ethnic groups located in Tak province, many who have
been resident for a long period together with those who have immigrated recently
from various parts of Thailand and surrounding countries. The result of a study of
vernacular houses located at Doi Muser (Muser Hill) has found that the traditional
architecture of most of vernacular houses is disappearing due to the influences of
new construction methods and materials, the economy and borderless communica-
tions. This transformation has resulted in changes to their lifestyles and a change to
people’s social status. However, the Lahu Tribe is one of the ethnic groups who still
maintain their traditional architecture for vernacular houses. The study has revealed
that traditional beliefs are the major influence on the preservation of the traditional
architecture. It has also affected both urban planning and functional planning of the

ethnic groups.
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